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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GEORGE! 

One of our more senior church members, George Poyner, celebrated his 93rd birthday on 
Saturday 27th June. “Due to Covid restrictions, no disco this year, so instead it was a trip for 
fish and chips in Craven Arms and then a drive around the Long Mynd,” said son, David. 
 

George is very grateful for all those who sent him cards and presents. As many of you will 
know, he is a carpenter by trade. He was taught woodwork by the late Frank Harrop at 
Highley School, a teacher who inspired many village boys in the 1940s to learn a trade. 
However, when he left school in 1942, his first choice was to go into the fitters' shop at the 

pit. Unfortunately, there were no vacancies 
there and so he was instead offered a job in 
the carpenter's shop. He has now just 
started his 80th year in his trade, so perhaps 
he made the right choice... He has spent 
lockdown mainly making bird boxes (around 
30 so far) but with the occasional excursion 
into bird tables and, most recently, a 
wishing well which is now in my garden. All 
proceeds are going to the church! 

Hazel French’s dog, Questa. 
 

Read the story of the masks Hazel has been 

making for local residents in support of the 

charity “Canine Partners for Independence’ 

on page 14.  

mailto:highleyforumeditor@gmail.com


 

 

Every effort has been made to acknowledge sources of material in this publication. Sometimes this is not 
possible, because sources may be untraceable, or material may have been used unknowingly. If you 
recognise any unacknowledged material please notify the Editor and we will do our best to rectify this.  

 
Deadline for submission - 15th of the month preceding the date of publication;  earlier for January issue. 

Please send submissions to highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 

St. Mary’s Church Shop Highley Library Highley Forum 

 

The shop helps to raise donations to  

local, national and international       

causes. Re-saleable items are always 

welcome and bulky items can be          

collected 

 

Opening Hours 

Mon          10:00—12:00 

Tues          10:00—12:00 

Wed          10:00—12:00 

Thurs        10:00—12:00, 14:00—16:00 

Fri              10:00—12:00, 14:00 - 16:00 

Sat             10:00—12:00 

Opening Hours 

Monday —Thursday       9:00—21:00 

Friday                                 9:00—19:00 

Saturday and Sunday      9:00—16:00 

Normally closed Bank Holidays 

 

Tel: 01746 860000 

 

The Customer First Point is available 

at the library, please speak to a  

member of the reception staff. 

Please send correspondence to: 

highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 
For the attention of The Editor 

Reports and event details from groups 
or societies are welcome. 

 

Subscriptions 
If you would like to take out a           

subscription to the Highley Forum 
please contact the Editor to be added 

to one of our distribution rounds.  

Cost: £6 per year 

 

Advertising 
If you would like to advertise in the 
Forum please contact the Editor at 

highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 

or phone 862837 
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The Severn Valley Churches: 

St. Mary, Highley 

and at the Severn Centre 

St. Mary, Billingsley 
St. Peter, Chelmarsh 

St. Bartholomew, Glazeley with Deuxhill 

Hail Mary, full of grace, prophet for our age? 

Billingsley and Highley churches are dedicated to St Mary, the mother of Jesus. And in a corner of 
Billingsley, there is a statue of her. Like most statues, it shows a demure young woman, probably 
full of grace but also meek and obedient, her head bowed. 

I am not sure whether the real Mary would recognise herself in that statue. She certainly was 
obedient to the will of God, but the 50ish widow who stood at the foot 
of the cross was probably a tough and determined woman. She could 
not be ignored by the early church; St Luke may well have spoken to her 
when he was collecting material for his Gospel. At any rate, her voice 
speaks throughout his work, but most especially in the hymn of praise 
that for centuries has been known as the Magnificat. It tells of Mary’s 
response to the message of the Angel, that she would be the mother of 
Jesus, God’s anointed one. But the words are not those of sweet, 
demure teenager; think instead Greta Thunberg. Mary speaks as a 
prophet, proclaiming the God will bring about a radical transformation 
of society: “he has scattered the proud in the delusions of their hearts, 
he has torn down the mighty from their seats of power and has uplifted 
the humble and meek. He has filled the hungry with good things; the 

rich he has sent empty away”. There are many musical settings of the Magnificat, but a particularly 
striking one is “The Canticle of the Turning”, written by Rory Cooney in 1990. The full version of this 
is too long to put into the Forum but the first verse gives a good idea of its style: 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,  
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.  
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,  
So from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.  
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn! 

 

It is set to the Irish folk tune, “Star of the County Down” and there are a number of recordings 
available on the internet; for example at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9QeTmRCpW4 

In my comfortable life, I’m not sure I really want this. How much easier it is to write pious articles 
which I can ignore! But Mary continues to challenge me, for the son she bore will give me no rest 
with his message about the Kingdom of God and radical justice. This is a world that fits neither right  

                     …/... 

Mary, Prophet for our Age 

www.stmaryshighley.co.uk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9QeTmRCpW4
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…    nor left-wing politics; it calls every person and values every life. As one of our recent prayers has 
put it, Jesus sets us free from the tyranny of sin but calls us to use our new freedom to live in love 
for all. That is to be truly human. 

Covid has reminded all society of the values of God’s Kingdom; the appreciation shown to key 
workers, the coming together of communities. Many who have joined in this have no faith and yet 
the Holy Spirit can work in all. As we emerge into our new, post-Covid world, is the world truly 
about to turn according to Mary’s vision? 

       David Poyner 
                                           ______________________________________________ 

We are making the bold move to step back into our churches. 
They’ve been closed for services since mid-March; we’ve had no 
baptisms, weddings or funerals inside our buildings and they’re 
missing us and we’re missing them.  
 

Let’s get one thing 
clear, however, church 
is not the building; 
church is God’s people, 
sometimes called ‘the 
body of Christ’.  It is 
special, though, to 
meet together in a 
place that has been 
offering worship for 
900 years and this may 
be the first time when 

people have not been together in their parish church for 
such a protracted period. 
 

We will begin the month in Highley at 10am on Sunday 
2nd August. We’ll try to get everyone in, though we will 
be socially distanced. As with all the churches of the 
benefice, there will be sanitizer at the door and you will 
be shown a seat.  There will be no service books in 
Highley as everything will be on our new screen and we 
will benefit from our new state-of-the-art video projector. But at our other churches books will be 
available. Opportunities for private prayer will be possible in Highley on Wednesdays and Sundays 
in order to allow a 72 hour ‘cooling off’ period. At other churches please look for notices. 
 

Communion on this first Sunday and at other services when taking place, will be bread/wafer only 
and we will have to take names at the door, just in case; please don’t be offended. 
 

Please keep a close eye on notice boards and service venues (see above) as we don’t want wasted 
journeys.  All main services will be at 10am in one church in the benefice each week. Please feel free 
to travel to different venues - you can be sure of a warm welcome. 
More information at: www.stmaryshighley.co.uk                                                                    Mike Harris 

Back to Church, but not as we knew it! 
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Coming out of Lockdown 
 

At last, we’re beginning to open our churches again, although it will take some time to get back to 
anything like ‘normal’. The temporary ‘normal’ is that during August we hope to have one church 
building open each week for worship, beginning with Highley on the 2nd.   Although the builders are 
still around, we expect to be cleaning on 31st July, ready for Sunday morning at 10 am. That will be 
followed by Chelmarsh at 10am on 9th, with Billingsley at 6pm that evening; Glazeley on 16th, 
Chelmarsh again on 23rd and Highley on 30th.  All welcome, especially at  Chelmarsh which has the 
largest capacity for socially distanced worship - though no congregational singing I’m afraid, but 
humming along will be ok!  
Our hope is that we can have our postponed Annual Meetings over the coming weeks, at Chelmarsh on 
Wednesday 19th and Highley on  26th August. The aim is to have the meeting in our churchyards, the fresh 
air will be good for us, as long as it’s not raining or blowing a gale!   Glazeley/Billingsley, tbc. 

_____________________________________ 

                      Chelmarsh 

Coronavirus 

At last things are being allowed to return to normal as Covid 19 is receding. Thankfully, some people 
are able to take up their jobs again and bring a sense of stability to their lives, others have got used 

to a new way of working, and our beleaguered country’s businesses are 
making tremendous efforts to reopen their operations.  
We thank God that through His grace and the heroic work of frontline 
workers of all kinds, we are moving out of lockdown with due care. As a 
church, our prayers must be with everyone involved in the country’s 
recovery, and together we must continue to be vigilant and help to 
overcome this deadly illness. Our prayers and sympathy go to all who have 
lost their job and enduring the stress this causes, and to everyone who is 
suffering distress at this time.   
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting Wednesday 19th August at 5.30pm. 

This is the AGM of the church when the post of Churchwarden is voted 
upon, financial accounts published, and future plans discussed.  All 
members on the electoral roll are invited to attend. This invitation is 

cordially offered to all interested residents of Chelmarsh.  All welcome.  
 

First Church Service after lockdown Sunday 9th August  at 10 am. 
A service of thanksgiving and the celebration of Communion will take place on Sunday 9th August 
with Canon Rose Lawley. Our Rector, who has been working from home, but shielding throughout 
lockdown, will take the service on Sunday 23rd. We are very pleased to see him able to take up his 
public work again.                                                                                                                                                          …/... 

Highley 

St. Mary 

Billingsley 

St. Mary 

Chelmarsh 

St. Peter 

Glazeley 

St. Bartholomew 

David Rayner   862114 

Roy Adlington  861666 

Vacancy 

 

Derek Arnold      

07956 844854 

Vacancy 
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…  From the Register 

Funeral Service and Burial 
24. 6. 2020       Eric William Bache 

Eric lived at “Silver Birches”, Eardington and is buried with his wife in Chelmarsh churchyard. Our 
sincere condolences go to his family at this sad time.  
 
CHELMARSH FRIENDS:  
Chelmarsh Friends will meet again once the restrictions are lifted.  A notice will be posted on 
Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website with details. 
 

CHELMARSH WALKING FOR HEALTH:  
Information received from Ramblers Association and Walking for Health shows that group walks 
are still suspended.  However, as we are surrounded by beautiful countryside and numerous paths 
it is an ideal time to walk with those you live with.  Please only walk from your home to avoid any 
unnecessary journeys.    A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website when walks 
resume.  

________________________________________________ 

We are in the process of setting up a 100 Club to raise funds for the upkeep of Billingsley Church and 
community projects in the village. As many of you will know, the 100 Club is a private lottery, open to friends 
and supporters. In our case, for the sum of £1 a week, you are entered into a monthly draw; half the money 
raised each month goes in prizes and the rest for the church building and projects. We are hoping to have 
our first draw in September. If anyone wants to join, please contact myself or Sue Bates 
(suebates@uwclub.net). We desperately need a regular source of income, so please help us if you can! 

Billingsley church has been open since the end of June 
for private prayer and casual visits. It is good to see 
from the visitor book that people have been going 
in!  By the time this article appears we should have 
also resumed services: on July 19th, an early morning 
8.00am communion, and then, on the 26th, the 
6.00pm informal evening service. I hope in August we 
will be able to revert back to our usual pattern: 
evening services on the 2nd Sunday of the month and 
8.00am communion on the 4th. A provisional theme 
for the August evening service is “We thank you God 
for birds”, a celebration of all things ornithological. 
Please check our websites for details, where you will also find a weekly reflection. 

David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice.   Tel 01562 68638; email 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk  Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/  or our 

websites, www.st-marys-billingsley.org.uk ,  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/  

Two services have taken place in Billingsley in July, both taken by Revd. David Poyner. The most recent being 
at 6pm on 26th, a service of celebration in words and music, for the re-opening of our churches.             Ed. 

GLAZELEY CHURCH NEWS OVERLEAF... 

Billingsley  

mailto:suebates@uwclub.net
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/
http://www.st-marys-billingsley.org.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/
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Billingsley News  

Refugee Tales 

Rachael Davenhill was born just across the road from St Bartholomew’s Church, Glazeley. She now 
lives on Clee Hill, and, as her mother, June Davenhill, is no longer able to play the organ for church 
services, which she did for many years, Rachael attends services and plays the organ whenever 
possible. Rachael is a mental health advisor to the Refugee Tales project (www.refugeetales.org ), 
which her daughter, Lauren, helped set up, since 2015.  

Refugee Tales is organised by the Gatwick Detainee Welfare Group, a small charity that works with 
people held in immigration detention by Gatwick Airport. People in detention are held without time 
limit in prison-like conditions, which has a terrible impact on their mental and physical health. For 
25 years GDWG visitors have been offering friendship to strangers, bearing witness to the realities 
of detention and making weekly visits to people who would otherwise be isolated.   The stories of 
people who have been detained have been shared in several volumes of 'Refugee Tales' published 
by Comma Press. 

Each year Refugee Tales has an annual 120 mile fundraising walk, walking alongside people seeking 
asylum, sleeping in church halls each evening, and hearing people’s stories. There are now three 
volumes of the ‘Refugee Tales’ books, which were published to help raise awareness that we are the 
only country in Europe who hold highly traumatised people seeking asylum here in indefinite 
detention without any time limit. As the main fundraising walk had to be cancelled this year Rachael 
decided to undertake an individual fundraising event.  Other than the initial push on the pedals to 
get up Titterstone Clee Hill, and strong headwind between Tenbury Wells and Ludlow, they were 
very lucky with the weather and completed the 25 miles happily with no aching legs the next day!  

If anyone wishes to support Refugee Tales, a donation can be made here: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rachael-davenhill  

Services 

Services have now resumed at Glazeley. On Sunday 19th July, we celebrated the return to church 
with a service of Holy Communion.  Our next service will be on 16th August at 10 am.  See  https://
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10533/ Alternatively, contact myself  or Marion Corfield. The 
website now also has a weekly reflection. 

David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice.   Tel 01562 68638; email     
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk  

APOLOGY: There was an omission of a paragraph from Revd. Val Smith’s article on page 4  in last month's edition. 
If you would like to read it, contact the Editor or Val. 

http://www.refugeetales.org
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rachael-davenhill
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rachael-davenhill
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10533/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10533/
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
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Canev Clayton 

Your 
Advert Here 

Interested? 

For more information and 

prices for 2020, please  

contact the Editor at: 

highleyforumeditor@ 

gmail.com 

 

Currently no meetings 

taking place 

 

tony13jup@gmail.com 
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Letter from Westminster 
It is with some sense of relief that this month is the first that I have been able to move more freely 
for some time, having been required to shield myself since mid-March. So I have been busy planning 
my diary to resume visits to South Shropshire’s towns and villages, to meet constituents and 
businesses and discuss local issues. 
  
Clearly, this newfound freedom still requires suitable social distancing to mitigate continuing 
transmission risk of the virus – a new normal for all of us, which will be with us until we find a 
vaccine. Getting out of my home and off the farm has given me cause to look back over how life has 
developed with the impact of COVID19 this year. 

  
There have, perversely, been some positives in the midst of 
multiple anxieties. Many of us have had the opportunity to 
reflect on what is important to us during such a difficult time.  

  
I have been so impressed by how people have stepped up to 
help others in need, through volunteering and community help. 
Lots of people will have got to grips with their own personal ‘to 
do’ list, sorting things around the house or, if lucky enough to 
have one, putting the garden into better shape while the 

weather was so fine. Many people who would ordinarily be going out to work have been able to 
spend more time at home with their children. 

  
But there have of course been terrible impacts due to this virus, not least the loss of life, which has 
been significant, despite the brilliant efforts of the NHS and key workers across the country. For 
those unable to see family and friends, there has been worry about keeping safe and well – 
particularly for the most vulnerable. Those with caring responsibilities have faced serious difficulties 
due to restrictions in movement, and changes to support available. 

  
Trying to keep on top of daily activities we take for granted in normal times has caused anxiety, like 
buying basic products, like food or loo paper. Our ability to socialise has been curtailed, unable to 
see friends, whether in each other’s homes, in church, at the pub or cafe, or for young people at 
school and college. The huge contraction to our economy has brought with it real concern about 
livelihoods, especially for those who have fallen through the cracks of the unprecedented 
government support schemes. 
  
I have received a huge volume of correspondence during COVID19, far outstripping the daily influx I 
receive during General Elections or even the Brexit referendum. So I am aware of how deeply this 
pandemic has affected people in South Shropshire, in very different ways. None of us have escaped 
its impact. 
  
There will be many lessons to be learned, not least that zoonotic diseases (leaping from animals to 
humans) are on the rise and the world needs to prepare better to prevent and manage them. While 
there will no doubt be effects to ensure the UK is better able to respond quickly to pandemics in 
future, it will take international cooperation to develop effective warning and response mechanisms 
for such viruses in future.            …/... 
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… This disease has disproportionately affected older, more vulnerable, and more obese people. But 
it has been young people who have paid a steep price through lack of education, jobs and 
opportunities while measures to curtail the virus have been in place. So it is right the government 
looks to support younger people through this trying time. 
  

This challenge is far from over, and as a nation, a county, a town, a parish, a community or a family, 
we need to adapt to build on our strong British values of endurance, entrepreneurship  and 
innovation, to work together as good neighbours to help us all cope as we live with this virus in our 
midst, until a vaccine is available to allow us to defeat it. 

Keep safe and well. 
Rt. Hon. Philip Dunne MP 

________________________________________________ 

In my last article, I provided some ideas of how to reduce your carbon footprint.  Hopefully since 
then you have had some time to think about your own impact on the climate and have made some 
changes to your own life; big or small.  In our garden we have sown some wild flower seeds and let 
part of it go wild!  It has really encouraged insect numbers, and there are definitely more birds in 
the garden than before.  We have also created a safe hedgehog highway through the garden (by 
allowing access through a 5 inch square hole in the fence).  Is your garden suitable?   Check it out 
on www.hedgehogstreet.org 
 

Whilst the pandemic has likely financially hampered some climate action, it has also paved the way 
for some countries around the world to make sustainability at the heart of their Covid 19 recovery 
plans.  This is great news!  The solutions to the climate crisis already exist.  We just need to make 
them central to what we do everyday. 
 

At our last Friends of the Earth and Ecochurch meeting, we discussed recycling and the general 
confusion over what types of disposable plastic can be reused.  In its history, only 9% of plastic has 
ever been recycled.  What can we do?  Whilst it is really important to reduce the plastic we waste 
(try not to buy disposable plastic or find a store that doesn’t try to wrap everything in it), plastic use 
is expected to increase in the next decade.  This is why we need government action.  They have 
already made encouraging pledges, but we need legislation to phase out disposable plastic.  Please 
sign this petition!   www.foe.uk/plastic-petition 

 

There are other issues where we cannot afford to wait for our government to take real action.   We 
must take the steps ourselves.  At the moment there is a gathering momentum of people across 
the country who are making real changes to their community and their planet.  What will you do? 
 

Get in touch with ideas for Highley Friends of the Earth on Facebook   or send them to 
highleyfoe@gmail.com. 
 

We also have access to an online petitioning tool.  If you believe we have an environmental issue in 
Highley that needs support then let me know.  We can start a petition to raise awareness and 
initiate action!  There are more petitions on the Friends of the Earth website.  Please add your 
voice. 
 

Alastair Macnaughton 

Local Climate Action for 2020 

http://www.hedgehogstreet.org
http://www.foe.uk/plastic-petition
mailto:highleyfoe@gmail.com


 

 

When I popped round to see Hazel recently, she was hard at work with 
her friend, Polly, making masks for the general public.  Her fence 
outside was lined with supermarket bags labelled ‘Men, Ladies, Boys 
and Girls’ relating to suitable sized masks. 

Hazel has been shielding due to pre-existing health issues, but that 
hasn’t stopped her commitment to supporting the charity, ‘Canine 
Partners for Independence’. She has a Just Giving page through her  
mask-making which goes to support this charity. To date she has raised 
over £3,300! She said, “I am going to keep going and continue to make 
more masks. If we are still wearing masks at Christmas I will make 
some Christmas masks.  I wanted to make face masks so that people 
would not have to buy them off the internet, preventing nurses from 
getting the essential PPE they needed. I started making them from the 
first week of lockdown.” 
 

So far she has made over 840 masks. “I first only made masks with a breathable waterproof outer 
layer, made similarly to the hospital masks but reusable, I now 
make a few just material fitted masks for small children and 
adults who find it difficult to 
wear masks with a breathable 
waterproof outer layer.” 

She also makes sure she gets 
exercise every day apart from 
mask-making. “I go out every 
day with my assistant dog 
Questa.  We go to the park and 
she runs with the other dogs 
and has off-lead fun. It’s so good 
to get out in the fresh air, hear 
the birds singing and watch 
nature changing.”  
 

She has also been teaching Questa new skills. When I ask what, 
exactly this dog can do, Hazel gives a command and back  
comes Questa with a bag containing Hazel’s  nebulizer.  She has 
also learnt how to bring all the Tesco shopping bags in from the 
door step into the kitchen. She is learning to take her canine 
partner coat off and hang it on a peg, open the back door. 

These are all new tasks since lockdown.  She’s now learning to make a cup of tea …. Well, perhaps 
one day?! 

Finally, as a result of all the fundraising, the Canine Partners organisation invited Hazel to name 
one of their puppies. The local link will live on into the future; the dog’s name will be ‘Highley’! 

Mike Harris 
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 Hazel’s great cover-up! 

Hazel outside her home with 

Questa and a bag  of masks 

waiting for collection. 
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Puzzles for August (Crossword solution- pg. 33) 

KIDS, have a go at this 

Across 

1 and 3 Two of the disciples who witnessed the 
transfiguration of Jesus (Luke 9:28) (4,3,5) 
3    See 1 Across  
8    ‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere heart 
in full assurance of faith’ (Hebrews 10:22) (4)  
9     O Simon is (anag.) (8)  
11   Form of government under the direct rule      
of God or his agents (10)  
14    How Jesus found his disciples when he   
returned to them after praying in Gethsemane 
(Luke 22:45) (6)  
15     In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name of the 
meadow into which Christian strayed, which led 
to Doubting Castle (2-4)  
17     Glad sin rat (anag.) (10) 
20     Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)  
21     Valley of the Balsam Tree with a reputa-
tion of being a waterless place (Psalm 84:6) (4)  
22     ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the  
oracle of one — — sees clearly’ (Numbers 24:3) 
(5,3)  
23   Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 4:25) (4) 
 

Down 

1      David’s great friend (1 Samuel 20:17) (8)  
2      ‘The Lord... will bring me safely to his — 
kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18) (8)  
4      ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate 
no choice food; — — or wine touched my 
lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)  
5      Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) (10)  
6      Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)  
7      ‘For Christ died for — once for all’ (1 Peter 
3:18) (4)  
10    ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — to God 
through Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 2:5) (10)  
 12    Jesus said that some people had  
renounced this ‘because of the kingdom of 
heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)  
13     One of the three men thrown into the  fur-
nace for refusing to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s 
golden image (Daniel 3:20) (8)  
16     ‘You have — of good things laid up for 
many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 
merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)  
18     ‘There before me was a white horse! Its 
rider held — — , and he was given a 
crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)  
19       Equipment to Charity Hospitals Overseas 
(1,1,1,1) 
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County Councillor’s Report 

Despite recently spending £380,000 on consultants to advise the council on Shirehall’s 
refurbishment, the ‘For Sale’ signs have once again gone up on that somewhat brutish structure 
(although I’m rather fond of it) at the top of Abbey Foregate in Shrewsbury, with the Establishment 
already moving many of its functions into the spare rooms of council 
officers and councillors. 
 

It’s been pretty much inevitable since 2013, when council offices at 
Stonehouse in Ludlow and Westgate in Bridgnorth closed down, 
officers even then either ‘hot-desking’ or operating from home or 
from their car, the Executive’s ambition for the wholesale move to a 
remote, virtual council only slowed by the poor-to-non-existent 
broadband coverage over great swathes of the county, particularly in 
the west. 

But everything comes to he who waits and six years later along came 
Covid-19. 

On Friday 22nd May 2020 elected Members were absent-mindedly copied-in to the daily Covid-19 
“up-dating” email to all salaried officers from joint interim Chief Executive Andy Begley, in which 
were heavy hints like: “Our new ways of working, specifically the use of technology to deliver 
services, are foundations for a brighter, better and more sustainable authority”….”We have 
mentioned changes and the new normal many times, but what has perhaps not been as clear is the 
fact that we will not be returning to the old ways of working”.... “this is here, the need is now.” 

Ah well, as long as you’re not a councillor 
looking for an office door to knock on to get a 
constituent’s problem sorted out. It’s hard 
enough now to get past Voicemail, and as for 
expecting a response to an email? In one case 
I’ve waited weeks. 

There was a supreme irony tagged onto that 
email from Andy Begley, a message from the 
IT department: 

“Some people experienced issues this morning 
with their technology and we can only 
apologise. We believe the issue resulted from 
high demand on the infrastructure [...] Whilst 

we hope this issue does not recur tomorrow, we cannot guarantee […] We are monitoring this, 
looking for opportunities to overcome the issues and have developed a plan to overcome the 
issues.” 

I do hope it’s a cunning plan, otherwise gawd help us. 

 

 Dave Tremellen,  
 Independent Member for Highley Ward of Shropshire Council. 
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Word for Today 
You’re Called To Be an Overcomer 

 

 ‘To him who overcomes’ 
:  

Revelation:2:7 (NKJV 
 

 

Nothing becomes great until it overcomes 
something. Paul writes, ‘For a great…door has 
opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries’ (1 Corinthians 16:9 NKJV). Great 
doors of opportunity come with great 
challenges, and those challenges will stretch 
your faith. If outstanding success came easy, 
everybody would have it. But if everybody had 
it, then it wouldn’t be outstanding success. How 
does a caterpillar develop into a butterfly? By 
overcoming the cocoon. Would it be easier to 
stay in the comfort of the cocoon? Some days 
the struggle is so great that the caterpillar 
probably thinks so. But the price of freedom, 
flight, and discovery, is struggle, development, 
and breakthrough. There is no other way. Why 
did Jesus send His disciples into the storm on 
the Sea of Galilee? To teach them to trust Him 

in every situation of life. Soon He’d be leaving 
them, so He used different experiences to equip 
them for the future. What are you trying to 
overcome today? Instead of complaining about 
it, or asking God to take it away, try to see it as 
preparation for the thing He has called you to 
do. Read these Scriptures. ‘Blessed is the man 
who endures temptation’ (James 1:12 NKJV). ‘To 
him who overcomes I will give to eat from the 
tree of life.’ ‘Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 5:10 NKJV). 
‘Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good’ (Romans 12:21 KJV). ‘Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil’ (Ephesians 6:11 
KJV). Today you’re called to be an overcomer.  

(Printed by kind permission of UCB, who produce the 
daily devotional free of charge through the 
generosity of their supporters.  Copies  of Word for 
Today are available in Church and also through: 
publications@ucb.co.uk or www.ucb.co.uk.)                                                                                            
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What?  
A place to make new friends, meet 
with God, and grow in faith. 
An opportunity to be refreshed and  
filled by the Holy Spirit.  
 

 
Bridgnorth 

Endowed School Library – parking available in the 
Innage Lane Car Park. 
When?  
7pm on the 2nd Thursday each month (excluding 
August & December) 

CURRENTLY NOT MEETING 
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A Nice Cup of Tea 

The Third Story in the 125 Bus Collection 
 
The telephone in the lounge is ringing, “This is early, I haven’t had my wake-up cup of coffee yet; I 
suppose it’s one of those annoying nuisance call centres.”  
“Can you help?” I hear Susan’s unsteady voice. “My sister Edith is struggling with the clean up after 
last weekend’s flood.” 

“Of course, I’ll help,” I reply. Susan continues urgently to tell me she has been in touch with the 
others in the ‘Tea Cosy Group’ and are meeting at the bus stop at 10 am. “You probably need to 
wear your wellies!”  she adds. 
 

The ‘Tea Cosy Group’ is made up of six ladies who met at Highley WI. We were new to the village so 
naturally congregated at the same table. After a couple of meetings, we discovered a common 
interest in playing the card game ‘whist’. Years ago, the game was popular amongst the villages in 
Shropshire, most halls hosted a meeting at least once a week, a few still remain. People travel far 
and wide to enjoy an evening with their friends, they may even win a chicken! It is the custom to 
donate surplus seasonal fruit, vegetables, eggs and poultry. Whist drives are serious, intense, and 
concentration is needed to keep up and not interrupt the flow. Conversation only takes place before 
the game, the interval and at the end. Despite the serious nature of the game it is none the less 
enjoyable and good for your wellbeing, allowing yourself to be completely absorbed and so 
forgetting any troubles you may have. 
 

The game we play at ‘The Tea Cosy Group’ is very different, all the rules have gone out of the 
window, our own unique way of playing has been created and a great deal of chatter is enjoyed. It’s 
similar to knit and natter, substituting needles and wool for Spades, Clubs, Diamonds and Hearts. 
We meet at one another’s homes every Wednesday afternoon. 

Maureen was the first to host, she treated us to her delicious Victoria sponge. A connoisseur when 
it comes to making tea, always using freshly drawn water, catching it before a rolling boil and never 
re-boiling. She warms a traditional brown betty teapot, pouring the water onto loose tea leaves, 
timed to brew perfectly for three minutes and poured into beautiful china cups and saucers. 

Our friendship was formed. 
 

Approaching the bus stop in Highley we could see Albert and his friend Roger, waiting for the bus to 
Bewdley. They were laughing and joking and pointing in our direction. It must have been quite the 
most hilarious sight, six ladies of a certain age, clad in their (not designer) wellies and a couple of us 
carrying mops and buckets. We must have resembled a Hilda Ogden convention. By the time we 
reached the bus shelter, seeing the funny side of the situation, we joined in with the laughter. 
Boarding the bus would most certainly be challenging, especially if Pete is driving. We devise a plan 
to get in first with our comments.  
 

It was buzzing today aboard the 125 and conversation was connected to the much-awaited 
appearance from our PM Boris Johnson, who was at last visiting Bewdley to see for himself the 
devastating damage caused by the extensive flooding. He’d been criticised by the press for not 
visiting sooner. In his defence, he did not want to disrupt the emergency services from the job of  
maintaining the barriers and rescuing flood victims. The Environment Agency were working at full 
capacity to reduce the risk of flooding to properties along the river. He was expected to arrive  
                               …/... 
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…  
around 12 noon. The local hotel, that had thankfully managed to escape with only the cellar slightly 
flooded, was to host the lunch. We alighted from the bus to see an overwhelming crowd of 
onlookers, TV cameras, journalists and police. We were not going to get anywhere near the 
proceedings, so we walked on down the riverside to carry out our rescue mission.  

 
‘Many hands make light work’ is so true. After a tiring day, mopping, scrubbing and generally 
cleaning everything in sight, the cottage beside the river was looking almost like its old self.   
“Who wants Fish and Chips, my treat,” offered Susan. “Yes please,” we chorused. Edith remembers 
she has a couple of bottles of home-made elderflower wine from last year’s harvest, a perfect end 
to an exhausting but rewarding day. 
 

It was Margaret’s ‘bus pass party’ today. This year she announced on her birthday that she would 
be celebrating again when she received her bus pass at 65 and a half; “what fun,” we echoed. 
Margaret was the youngest of the group and had reluctantly, up ‘til now, been paying her fare. This 
morning she proudly beeped her pass across the machine to cheers from us all. Sitting together 
noisy banter ensued during the 20 minutes journey. The meal was booked for 12 noon at a 
restaurant pub in Bridgnorth. The bus conveniently stops over the road.  
Good food and drink, good company, good singing? 

Doreen, who is a member of the local choir, led us in the infrequently sung second verse of ‘Happy 
Birthday’ which was most appropriate for this occasion. 

 

‘From good friends and true 

From old friends and new 

May good luck go with you 

And happiness too.’     
 

Candles were blown out again, by Margaret, for the second time this year to applause from us all.  

Returning home, happy, contented and full of plumptiousness, we quietly settled into our seats. 
 

“Look, the WI rummage sale has been cancelled.” Susan points to the email on her phone. That’s a 
shame, I always enjoy a good rummage and also the best bakers amongst the WI have their cakes 
for sale. We pass through the small village of Eardington.  
 

Another event cancelled! 

What’s happening? 
 
 

“It’s the virus.” Susan reads the  
latest news headlines. 
As we alight, we are met by  
Kate. “Have you heard the  
news? the WI meeting has been cancelled.” She hurries away obviously eager to spread the news. 
Going our separate ways to get home, little did we know this would be the last time we would enjoy 
one another’s company for the foreseeable future. 
 

Life as we knew it changed overnight. We were advised by the government to stay at home and not 
socialise.         
                   .../... 

Fish ‘n 

Chip Supper 

HERE  

7pm tonight 

BINGO 

NIGHT 

HERE  

          7pm 
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…  The Tea Cosy group have come together even more during the lockdown. Maureen secured a 
home delivery slot with our local supermarket, taking orders for groceries we needed, even 
managing to get the elusive toilet rolls. Susan walks Karen’s very energetic but adorable 
labradoodle, as she is in the vulnerable category. Doreen spends most days in her beloved garden, 
‘Digging for Victory‘, sharing her crops of vegetables and salad amongst us. The flowers are 
blooming lovely, she is sure to be in line to win this year (or maybe next year’s) trophy for Best 
Village Garden. I have grasped the opportunity to start writing my 125 Bus Collection stories which 
the local care home residents have enjoyed reading, while they have been without visitors.     
 

Reading the latest copy of the parish magazine the Rector starts his article “Thank God for 
technology.” He is streaming services online. Following his example, we are communicating with 
one   another on the social media group that Margaret organised. I replace the telephone having 
ordered my treat of the week, Sunday Lunch. The local pub has started delivering take away 
meals. We are all trying to patronise local businesses in the hope that they will survive the crisis.  

 

My thoughts wander back to the joyful tea parties; it’s only been six weeks but feels much longer. 
Thinking also about World War 2 coming to an end 75 years ago, not without its casualties, 
sacrifices and determination that the enemy would not win, and so we will conquer again, staying 
at home, carrying on as best we can to win over this virus and party again very soon.    
 

Sandra Hill 
May 2020 

________________________________________________ 
 

Alan Honeybourne will be back next month, but good to have a topical offer from another local 
resident.    Ed. 



 

 

The Forum                     Page 23 

Open Gardens - your photos, please 

th 

th 
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Are you Listening? 
The Church has become very aware that not everybody is familiar with or interested in the 
technology that makes our services available online and for these people, maybe you, the only link 
with the church and services is through this magazine and 
the radio/TV. So, we’re developing, with an organisation 
called ‘Faith.Online’ a means by which you can now listen 
to our services during the week; including Morning Prayer 
on Monday-Wednesday and Friday mornings, after 10am 
once it is uploaded.   
 

The line is  charged at the local rate which will be free for those who have call inclusive contracts. 
The number to call is: 01746 573024, so why not try it out?  You know you have dialled the right 
number when you hear my voice (not the Archbishop’s) at the other end of the phone, asking you to 
make a selection from: 
Option 1 Morning Prayer; dial 2 for The Sunday Service and dial 3 for Thought for the Week.   Who 
knows we may add: dial 4 for notices next!  If you try it, I’d love to have your feedback. It may not 
have all the whistles and bells you might associate with radio services (for instance Morning Prayer is 
said and there’s generally no music), but you will, at least, hear a familiar voice and there is 
something rather intimate about worshiping God together over the phone! 
 

I am grateful to all the people involved in helping lead our worship online, from the families who 
wonderfully illustrate the readings, to the staff team members and all our readers. 

Mike Harris 
_________________________________________________ 
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By Appointment Only 

For an appointment to register a birth, death or 

to make arrangements for marriage or civil           

partnership please call 0345 678 9016 

Our local office is located at: Bridgnorth Library, 

Listley Street, Bridgnorth, WV16 4AW 

Open for appointments 10am to 4pm on         

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
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It shouldn’t be too long now before the scaffolding is away from the church and we will see a much 
tidier and fresher looking building with some excellent work done on the tower including the 
replacement of a considerable amount of exposed stonework in the buttresses that have become 
weathered through centuries of rain and wind. 
 

In order to appreciate our building in Highley we should also appreciate the space around it and 
the maintenance costs shared between Highley Council and St. Mary’s PCC that enables Richard 
Millington to go about his work between the rows of graves without distraction. It is very 
important that a) he is not troubled by mess left by ignorant dog owners and, b) there are no 
additional hazards, vases, tributes  or kerbing to get in his way; these are also not permitted by the 
churchyard regulations. 
 

Highley PCC is keen to make this area as welcoming for all as possible, so we are intending to do a 

general clear-up of dead flowers and artificial flowers that have faded (artificial flowers are not 

permitted in churchyards) over the next month or two. It would help greatly if those looking after 

family graves could see to it themselves, as many do, that they keep the area around the 

headstones clear and remove faded flowers from the churchyard. There are large containers 

provided for this purpose at the main road entrance.                               Thank you                                    

                __________________________________________________ 

Highley Churchyard 
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Highley Memories - Take 2 

Val Smith comments: 
I think these were probably taken around 1994.  Location (L) looks as if it might be the Vicarage 
garden at Ditton.  Occasion: Church social between the two parishes.  Possibly a football match? 
 

Photo (L) Left to right 

Moira Gould, Dale Gould, ? possibly Michael, vicar of Ditton Priors at the time, Clive Williams, 
Sue Williams, Katie Williams, Keith Smith, Val Smith 
 

Photo (r)-  Church Social 
Same event 

Left to right 

Andrew Gould, Dale Gould, Keith Smith, Val Smith, Moira Gould, Arthur Prior, Elise (Vicar’s wife 
at Ditton,) Percy Reynolds, Mel Evans’ or Pat Whitefoot’s mum?, Sally Link?. 
  
Centre - Children in 90s 

Back row:   Chris Smith, Paul Williams?, Neil Jones?, 
Second row:  Jennie Smith, Darren Gould, Claire Jones?, Rachel Whitefoot, 
Front row:  Andrew Gould, Adam Painting 
 

If you think you know who the ‘?’ are, let the Editor know. 
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Highley School  
In an hour or so, the last groups of children will leave school 
for a summer break. This really will be the first opportunity to 
draw breath following the Government’s announcement on 
18th March that schools would close just 2 days later. What 
ensued next was certainly not in the manual! 

We closed our doors to most pupils in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic and remained open for vulnerable pupils and 
children of key workers. The 16 weeks of school closure has 
presented a number of challenges - altering the way we work 
in school by immediately having to switch to strategies to 
support learning from home, to find innovative ways of 

engaging our disadvantaged families, and of course re-opening to eligible year groups from 1st 
June onwards! 

The whole period has enabled us to further foster good 
relationships with families. We have kept in touch with 
vulnerable families and dropped weekly food parcels around the 
village for 57 children. We have also worked closely with the 
Highley Food Share to distribute food packages to those families 
who we know need it more than anyone. 

1 year into headship, and equally my first year at Highley, I will 
certainly leave today feeling very proud of the staff, pupils, and 
community. At all times, everybody has pulled together and 
shown compassion and strength. We most certainly have put 
the ‘community’ into Highley Community Primary School. 

Wishing you all a wonderful summer break, 

Tom Plim, Headteacher 
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The Army of the Lord 

A friend of mine was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the vicar was standing at the 
door, as always, to shake hands with the worshippers. He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled 
him aside. The vicar said to him, “You need to join the army of the Lord.” My friend replied, “I’m 
already in the army of the Lord, Father.” So the vicar inquired, “Then how come I only see you at 
Christmas and at Easter?” My friend whispered back, “I’m in the secret service.” 

 
Blast from the past -One-liners to savour: 
 

Tim Vine – “Last night me and my girlfriend watched three DVDs back to back. Luckily I was the one 
facing the telly. ”  
 

Will Marsh – “I was raised as an only child, which really annoyed my sister.”  
 

Chris Turner – “I’m good friends with 25 letters of the alphabet … I don’t know why.” 
 

Tim Vine – “I took part in the sun tanning Olympics – I just got Bronze.”  
 

Lou Sanders – “I waited an hour for my starter so I complained: ‘It’s not rocket salad’.”  
 

Nish Kumar – “My mum’s so pessimistic, that if there was an Olympics for pessimism…she wouldn’t 
fancy her chances.” 

____________________________________ 

Just for Fun 



 

 

 

St. Mary's Church - Rector:  Rev. Mike Harris highleyrector@gmail.com                                        862837 

Associate Minister Rev. Val Smith valandkeiths@aol.com 861966 

Assistant Curate Rev. David Poyner d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk 01562 68638 

    

Retired with Permission to Officiate Canon Rose Lawley rosemarylawley@gmail.com 862301 

 

Mr David Rayner              862114   Roy Adlington 861666 

Mrs Mary Rayner   862114 

Mr Keith Smith (PTO)   861966 

   

PCC Secretary Mrs Rose Lawley rosemarylawley@gmail.com 862301 

Allsorts (Ladies' Group) Mrs Lin Evans   861087 

Coffee Morning (Tuesdays) Mrs Yvonne Shaw   861723 

Children’s Sunday Groups     

Friday Event Mrs. Rachel Williams the-friday-event@hotmail.com 862875 

MCMC’s Discos Mark Williams & Chris Smith   860230 

Age UK   enquiries@ageconcernshrops.org.uk 01743 233123 

Bowls Club Lorraine Brooks    860386 

Brownies   (Rainbows - Jessica Lloyd - 861090)  

Carers Trust 4 All     03333 231990 

Community Car Scheme Mr Richard Dudson   861817 

Cricket Club Mrs Denise Goulden   861031 

Gardening Club Mrs Morag Ross   862450 

Guides Mrs Gay Lilley   861722 

Highley Colliery Band Dave & Lisa Burge   862018 

Highley Companions Elaine Moore  861431 

Highley County Primary School School Office (Tanya Mathers) 861541 

Highley First Responders Dave Fulton Coordinator 861580 

Highley Medical Centre Dr Selva Bridgnorth Road 861572 

Highley Mini Minors Toddler Group Mrs Sharon Dalziel   862087 

Highley Minors Childcare Centre Dawn Bethel / Kath Davies Severn Centre 860005 

Highley Parish Council Parish Clerk Mrs Ella Preston 81 Woodhill Road 861979 

Co. Cllr. & Highley Patients Group Mr Dave Tremellen dave.tremellen@shropshire.gov.uk 07979295387 

Highley Rugby Club Mr Rob Parr   862094 

Highley  Welfare Junior Football Club Ms Emma Carter   07752207828 

HWJFC: Mini Kickers (3.5—7 years) Jo Matthews  862017 

Housing Support Officer Jan Moseley                                                         862442      07582 003972 

Highley Venturers Mrs Chris Corfield  861477 

Parish Hall Bookings    861242 

Pop-in-club Mrs Pam Stinton   861821 

Severn Centre     860000 

Severn Strollers Barbara Skilton   862003 

Women's Institute Mrs Eunice Williams   861613 

Local Churches, Clubs and Organisations 
Page 30                                                                                                                The Forum 

Churchwardens 

Readers 
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Age UK  may be able to help. 
They are currently working on 

a fresh approach to the  
support they give locally. 
In the mean time, please 
contact them direct on: 

01743 233123 

Andrew Powell   

(01746) 861716 
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NO CHRISTENINGS, WEDDINGS OR FUNERALS  

TO REPORT THIS MONTH 

NOTE:  TEMPORARY TIMETABLE:   Diamond Buses    www.diamondbuses.com    0121 322 2222 

Bridgnorth—Highley—Bewdley—Kidderminster—Stourbridge. 125 

Subject to possible changes 

in present circumstances 

 

  This may revert back to a normal timetable 

Please check before travelling 

  This may revert back to a normal timetable 

Please check before travelling 



 

 

Forthcoming Events 
Gardening Club                Wednesday   

                          Severn Centre       
 

Police Surgery                   Thursdays 

10:00 - 12:00                      Severn Centre 
 

Severn Strollers                 Mondays  

                                              (not Bank Holidays) 

10:30 / 11:00                      Severn Centre 

(Contact: Barbara Skilton: 01746 862003) 
 

Women’s Institute            Tuesday                            

         Severn Centre 

Patients’ Group       see Facebook page         

 

Computer Support Sessions     

                                               see opposite 
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Waste / Recycling Collections           
 

Black bins:  Monday 10th & 24th 

 

Crates & green bins: Mon 3rd &17th, Tues 1st 

Apart from the small area of  Garden Village 

and Highley Park Homes which has a 

collection the following day. 

Parish Hall Office 

01746 861242 
For information about weddings, Baptisms

(Christenings),  child’s Dedication or  for 

general enquiries about church service times and  

parish information, please contact the Parish Office. 

The office will be open  on Thursdays (generally) 

from 10:00 - 12:00pm. 
 

If there is no answer and at other times, there is a  

telephone message service and if you leave your 

name and telephone number someone will get back 

to you in due course or phone:  01746 862837 

Star Housing  

 

Housing Support Officer 
in Rhea Hall. 

Contact Jan Moseley: 01746 862442 
 

Services available: 
General Drop-in: Friday 9.30am-1.30pm 
Coffee Morning: Thursday 11am-12noon 

Computer Support Sessions: 
Wednesdays 10.30am-12.30pm 

 
Community Room, 
73 Rhea Hall Estate, 
WV16 6LD 

CROSSWORD Solution from page 15 
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10.30 

Every Tuesday from 10.30 am-midday. 
Come along and have a chat whilst enjoying a cup of 
tea or coffee and a biscuit. Voluntary donations to 

St. Mary’s Church. 

   Venues for …….. Contact: Yvonne 861723 

 
    Gay & Jim Lilley, 26 Witley Gdns,  
        off Church St 
               Moira & Mike Harris, The Rectory, Church St 
 
              Gill & Alun Rees, 21 Hawthorn Drive 
 
   Denise Lobban, 14 Church St 
 
              Mary & David Rayner, Prestwood House,    
          Netherton Lane 
               Janette Hill, 62 Yew Tree Grove  
       

Please check the notice board at church nearer the time  
to confirm locations. 

All Round Property Maintenance 

Bache PR (Carpenter)    

Cleobury Country Centre 

Clive Powell (General Garden ) 

Cleobury Country Centre 

Cost Cutter 

David Dexter (Motor Repairs) 

Eagle & Serpent 

Edwards AJ Decorating Services 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Garden Services (Clive Powell) 

Halo Leisure 

Harris, Edwin & Sons (Funerals) 

 

11 

10 

26 

26 

11 

11 

11 

11 

17 

29 

26 

27 

25 

 

Haycox, P & Son (Funerals) 

Highley Garage 

Highley Pharmacy 

Holford, CE (Electrical) 

Ince, B (Funeral Directors) 

Irena Foot Clinic 

Jenpac Computers 

JSM Foot Health Care 

Kinlet C of E School 

Kinlet Hall 

Martin, Tony (Plumbing etc.) 

Mawley Oak Travel 

Millfields Boarding Kennels 

Northwood & Sons (Funerals) 

Ovenclean 

Park House Nursing Home 

Perry & Phillips (Funerals) 

Piano Tutor - Francis Engelheart 

Physic Health Consulting 

25 

22 

18 

11 

25 

31 

10 

10 

24 

19 

9 

33 

11 

25 

19 

9 

25 

11 

22 

Severn Edge Vets 

Severn Valley Stoves 

Stark, A, Carpentry 

Tele - Satt Aerials 

Vivians Mobile Hairdressing 

Village Butcher & Farm Shop 

Wyre Forest Pest Control 

 

29 

10

19 

19 

26 

17 

17 

Bus Information 

Events - Church 

Events - General / Waste 

Library 

Parish Registers 

Registrar’s Office 

32 

33 

33 

  3 

32 

25 

 

 First Tuesday in the month 

2-4pm. (note time change) 

  
Programme  

 

Cancelled 
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Photo Gallery 

Services began again in the Severn Valley Benefice, on Sunday 19th July. 

Billingsley, on left, and Glazeley; socially distanced, of course. 

Kinlet C of E Primary School wanted a school project to welcome back all the pupils and to 
mark the unprecedented temporary closure because of Covid-19.  “What about a rainbow 
wall?” suggested the very talented Miss Shippam (teaching assistant). 
 

The idea was embraced and the pupils and     
staff contributed to the colourful wall in the 
playground.  “We love the colourful lego 
wall” exclaimed Chloe (aged 10). 
 
They also celebrated the 72nd Birthday of 
the National Health Service with a cake and 
a bit of a party. 
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Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  

 

 

 

Coffee Morning 

10:30 - 12 noon 
(page 34 - venues)  

 

Holy Communion 

9:30am 
 

HOME GROUPS 
 

10.30am  
The Rectory, 

Church St 
7.30pm 

Prestwood House, 
Netherton Lane 

 

  
Morning Prayer 

9:00am 

Friday Event  

19:30 at the     
Parish Hall 
Term time 

Next Copy Date:  August 15th 

Badgerprint.co.uk 01952730511 

Morning Prayer 

9:00am 
 

HOME GROUPS 
 

7.30pm  
The Byre, 

Woodhill Farm 

Morning Prayer 

9:00am 

AUGUST 2020  
 

August Services 

Morning services at 10am 

‘Stories of Lockdown, Then and Now’ 

 

2nd August Highley (FC)   Matthew 14: 13-21            

      ‘Being Alone and in Community’ 

9th August  Chelmarsh (HC)   Genesis 
                  ‘Noah, who knew to wait…’ 
 

6pm Evening Service,  Billingsley 

16th August Glazeley (HC)  Genesis 41: 15-30  

         ‘Using your Loaf’ 

23rd August  Chelmarsh (FW) Jeremiah 38                    

         ‘Submit and Live’ 

                          8am at Billingsley (HC)  

30th August  Highley (FW)               

                   Subject to be Confirmed 

6th  September Highley (FC)   Philemon 

                   ‘No Longer in Chains’ 

Summer pictures taken by our readers 
Spot the deer/muntjac in Netherton. 

 

Virtual services will continue 


