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Submission of Articles and photos. 
Material must be submitted to … ‘highleyforumeditor@gmail.com’ ... Photos submitted must be of the best 

quality possible.  Please give photos titles that relate to any accompanying articles / photos. 

The next stage of  the Journey 

On Sunday 23rd  January  Bishop Richard visited  Chelmarsh for a Group Service to formally mark 

the end of Rev’d David Poyner’s curacy.  He is now an Associate Minister  within the Benefice.  As 

he says, ‘As far as the future holds, nothing  much will change.  I shall continue with my work at 

Aston University from Monday to Thursday and my voluntary role as Associate Minister within 

the Severn Valley Group of Churches on Fridays and Sundays .’ 

We pray for God’s blessing on David’s ministry both locally and in his workplace. 

mailto:highleyforumeditor@gmail.com


 

 

Every effort has been made to acknowledge sources of material in this publication. Sometimes this is not 
possible, because sources may be untraceable, or material may have been used unknowingly. If you 
recognise any unacknowledged material please notify the Editor and we will do our best to rectify this.  

 

St. Mary’s Church Shop Highley Library Highley Forum 

The shop helps to raise donations to  

local, national and international       

causes. Re-saleable items are always 

welcome and bulky items can be          

collected 

Donations may be left at the shop dur-

ing opening hours. 

Please don’t leave bags outside the 

shop when it is closed as it contra-

venes our rental agreement. 

 Opening Hours   

Mon        10-00—12.00   

Tues         14.00—16.00 

Wed         10:00—12:00 

Fri             10:00—12:00, 14:00 - 16:00 

Sat            10:00—12:00 

 

Opening Hours 

Monday —Thursday       9:00—21:00 

Friday                                 9:00—19:00 

Saturday and Sunday      9:00—16:00 

Normally closed Bank Holidays 

 

Tel: 01746 860000 

 

The Customer First Point is available 

at the library, please speak to a  

member of the reception staff. 

Please send correspondence to: 

highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 
For the attention of The Editor 

Reports and event details from groups 
or societies are welcome. 

 

Subscriptions 
If you would like to take out a           

subscription to the Highley Forum 
please contact the Editor to be added 

to one of our distribution rounds.  

Cost: £6 per year 
 

Advertising 
If you would like to advertise in the 
Forum please contact the Editor at 

highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 
 

Advertising fees due now  

for January—December 2022 
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The Severn Valley Churches: 

St. Mary, Highley 

and at the Severn Centre 

St. Mary, Billingsley 
St. Peter, Chelmarsh 

St. Bartholomew, Glazeley with Deuxhill 

www.stmaryshighley.co.uk 

Is Winter over yet? 
February—the end of winter, or is it? I had often puzzled over the fact that people argued as to 

when the seasons start. Winter this year is officially ending on the 1st of March and also on the 

20th. March, depending on whether we go by the meteorological date or the vernal date. Maybe 

the best way is to use the earlier date to end the winter and the later date to extend the autumn 

season making the winter seem slightly shorter. 

So the explanation for these two dates is down to firstly, the transition from the three coldest 

months into spring, (although we know that isn’t always the case), and this always happens on 

the first day of the month; then the vernal equinox being the time when the length of day and 

night are the same. Perhaps one of the guides for us as to how we define seasons can be found in 

Genesis 1. “God said let there be lights in the sky and let them serve as signs to mark the seasons 

and days and years.”  

But however we want to decide when the seasons begin and end, one thing we always know for 

sure is that it will always be spring followed by summer then autumn and winter. Which means 

that the farmers will plan their crops, families their holidays and clothing stores their fashions in 

the sure and certain knowledge that this cycle will happen. Of course there is the certain           

unknown, which is the weather. 

We could also relate the seasons of the year to our lives. Beginning with the spring, nature 

demonstrates its ability to bring the snowdrops and daffodils to life, the summer, when the      

fullness of life can be experienced with long hours of daylight, the autumn, as creation gives up its 

best and prepares for the onset of the end of the year and then winter, when everything seems 

dead and lifeless and most of us hide inside waiting for the cycle to begin again. 

Just as those verses from Genesis are an encouragement to believe in God’s masterplan, so too 

we should note John’s words in the first chapter of his gospel, “from the fullness of Christ’s grace 

we have all received one blessing after another.” Moving on to Colossians 2, Paul tells us that 

“you have been given fullness in Christ”.  

Being in God’s grace and having blessing after blessing is as extraordinary as the wonder of        

creation and the regularity of the seasons. They are all free gifts given by the generous God who is 

with us through each season of our lives, another thing for us to give thanks for. 

             Keith Smith 
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St Mary’s Highley 

Highley 

St. Mary 

Billingsley 

St. Mary 

Chelmarsh 

St. Peter 

Glazeley 

St. Bartholomew 

Roy Adlington  861666 Vacancy 

 

Derek Arnold      

07956 844854 

Vacancy 

What a month!  Many people regard January as a 
quiet month, a time to breathe again after all the 
frantic activity of Christmas and make tentative 
preparations for Spring in a couple of months. 
Not so for the Church! 
 
Sadly we had several funerals across the              
Benefice—more people than usual died over the 
Christmas period, with funerals delayed until the 
New Year. 
 
January is also the time when excited newly-engaged couples want to start planning 
their wedding.  Sunday services continue and this year we were also plunged into 
the process of looking for a new incumbent to replace Mike Harris, who by the time 
you read this, will probably be knee-deep unpacking boxes in Scotland! 
 
The big event was the licensing of Rev’d David Poyner as Associate Minister in the 
Benefice. (See picture on page 2) Bishop Richard came to the service, held in      
Chelmarsh, to read the licence and formally end David’s curacy.   
 
Our main task in the weeks ahead is to produce a Parish Profile, which creates a 
thumbnail sketch of the village and church life.  Mark Williams has volunteered to  
put together everyone’s contributions, so please contact him and put your           
suggestions forward.  Obviously the Profile will showcase the positive things about 
our church community and village, the things we do well etc (what do you think 
they are?) and also suggest the challenges that lie ahead. (What strikes you there?)  
Don’t sit on your thoughts, as the document needs to be finished and ready by the 
middle of March! 
 
From our Registers: 
Cremation:  7.1.22 Michael Buckingham 
Burial:   21.1.22 Janet Elizabeth Hall 
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St Mary’s Billingsley 

During the winter months, we will have one service a month, an 8am 
Holy Communion on the 3rd Sunday of the month. It always (pleasantly) 
surprises me just how many early birds we have in the benefice who 
like this service. We were pleased with our Christmas services. We 
again had a carol service in Lincoln Fields, attended by 20 people and it 
was nice to have some children present. The church was decorated for Christmas Day when we 
had service of words and music, with a brave attempt at singing “Ding dong, merrily on high”; we 
did ring the church bells in accordance with the carol. 

  

We are catching up with maintenance at the church. We have fitted gauges to monitor 
movement where some old cracks have reopened. We have also cut back two bushes either side 
of the porch, on the recommendation of the architect. We will carry out some repairs on the 
gutters and will see if some loose tiles on the roof can be fixed. 

  

We extend our sympathy to all those in Billingsley who have recently lost loved ones, particularly 
the family of Geraldine Davies, and also to Ellen McConnell and Fritha Scowcroft. They are all in 
our prayers. 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 Our service pattern continues as normal, with one service a month at 
10am. We are very grateful for the support we get from our friends in 
other parishes, so the church always seems to have a good number attending.  

We are slowly making progress with the various maintenance jobs that need to be done in and 
around the church. We now have a specification for repairing the ceiling where some plaster has 
fallen down; the next step is to get prices from contractors. We also hope to replace some of the 
electric wall heaters soon. 

Marion has arranged a Breakfast at the Down Inn at 9am on Saturday 5th February. 

Our next service is  February 20th at 10am. 

Parish Profiles  

We have now started the process of finding a replacement minister for Mike Harris.  As part of 
this, we need to draw up “parish profiles”; statements of what is good in our parishes and also 
the challenges we face. In some respects, both Glazeley and Billingsley are similar; below is what 
we have so far. If anyone wishes to add things, please let me know; the more involvement we 
have for this the better. 

St Bartholomew’s, Glazeley 
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From the Parish of James the Least of All 
On how to survive a residential conference 

 

The Rectory 

St James the Least 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but please do not be deluded into thinking that           
conferences are there to teach you anything. Conferences exist to provide another entry on your 
CV, to give you time off while flattering yourself that you are working, and to make the person 
leading it feel that their life is not wholly pointless.  As it happened, I was also invited to the 
same one, the one entitled ‘Learning how to say no.’ But I refused to attend, thereby proving 
that I didn’t need it anyway.    
 

There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences. First, about half the attendees 
will have been together only the previous week attending another conference in another part of 
the country. They will be eager, enthusiastic, and overflowing with management platitudes. 
Avoid them at all costs. Should one of them say to you: ‘expect the unexpected’ you have my 
permission to strangle them. They won’t have expected that! 
 

Secondly, when you are all asked to go through that ghastly process of introducing yourselves to 
everyone else, make it up. I think the last time I was obliged to do this, I became a butcher      
specialising in exporting offal to Saudi Arabia. All your clerical colleagues will then panic that they 
have turned up for the wrong course and the leader will make sure that you are not asked       
another single question throughout the event. Both outcomes are satisfying. 
 

Thirdly, do realise that when you are asked to divide into small discussion groups, it means that 
the conference leader has run out of ideas about what to do next. Do not, at all costs, volunteer 
to be chairman. It only means that when you have to report back – and if the leaders use the 
word ‘plenary’, then by all means contemplate strangling them also - you will be involved in 
sticking sheets of paper on to walls, which will then rip off the wallpaper when you try to remove 
them.  
 

You will also have the embarrassment of finding that every felt tip pen you try to use will be 
empty, and what you thought were the conclusions your group had arrived at will be volubly 
contradicted by all the other members. 
 

No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book, enough claret to cover 
every evening away, and develop a debilitating illness that, while enabling you to attend every 
meal, obliges you to retreat to your room for the rest of the day. You will leave having learned as 
much on whatever the topic was as your colleagues, but you will return refreshed and eager to 
make the next booking. 
 

Your loving uncle, 

 

Eustace 
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Currently no meetings 

taking place 
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Letter from Westminster 

Water Quality in Rivers  

 Last month, the Environmental Audit Committee, which I Chair, published 
the report from our inquiry into Water Quality in Rivers in England.  As 
readers will be aware, I have been at the forefront of the campaign to 
clean up our rivers in recent years. But when I was researching the 
problem for my Private Members Bill, I was hampered by a lack of data on 
the quality of water in our rivers.  

So the Environmental Audit Committee set out to get to the bottom of this 
issue through an inquiry, taking evidence from water companies, regulatory bodies, scientific 
experts and campaign groups – and our report lays bare the scale of the challenge.  Only 14% of 
English rivers meet good ecological status, with pollution from agriculture, sewage, roads and single
-use plastics contributing to a dangerous ‘chemical cocktail’ coursing through our waterways.  

Until the passing of the Environment Act last year, which brought into law many of the key 
principles behind my Private Members Bill, there had been a lack of political will, for decades, to 
improve water quality, with successive governments, water companies and regulators seemingly 
turning a blind eye to dumping sewage and other pollutants in rivers. This is now changing, with real 
public desire to see this problem sorted out. 

But lack of publicly available data has been an issue, which has hampered the ability to monitor 
water quality in rivers and detect permit breaches or pollution incidents, in turn limiting successful 
enforcement by the Environment Agency. 

Technology is coming to our aid in enabling monitoring in real time, which the Environment Act will 
require to become available to inform the public. Having arranged a pollution monitoring trial 
project in the River Teme, I know it can be done. I am keen to do more, as I successfully encouraged 
Severn Trent Water to nominate the Teme at Ludlow as one of its first sites for bathing quality 
water. So if anyone is interested in helping with this initiative, please get in touch.  

I have argued that the public deserve to know how clean their local river is, not least when the 
pandemic has seen a significant increase in use of our rivers for recreation – whether angling, wild 
swimming or canoeing (or perhaps even paddling coracles in Shropshire!). So in addition to publicly 
accessible information, our Committee has called for at least one widely used stretch of river to be 
improved to meet bathing quality status, in each water company area, by 2025.  

Sewage is not the only issue, and agriculture does play a part. Intensive livestock and poultry 
farming is putting pressure on particular catchments, such as the River Wye. We called for limits on 
new intensive units where catchments are already under pressure from excess nutrient load. 

 Equally, there is action we can take in our homes. Fats, oils and greases, and cleaning and hygiene 
products containing plastic, are causing constant problems for drainage systems when they are 
poured away in sinks or flushed down the toilet. I am supporting two Private Members Bills, one to 
require filters to remove plastic microfibres being flushed away from clothes washing machines, and 
another to prohibit the manufacture and sale of single use cleaning and hygiene products 
containing plastic, in particular wet wipes, which do not biodegrade.    

               ,,,,cont’d 
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2019 

Relationships 

‘Don’t participate in the things these people do.’                            Ephesians 5:7   New Living Translation 

Letting go of a person doesn’t mean you no longer love them; it just means the relationship is not 
right for you. How should you handle it? 1) A gradual separation is sometimes the best 
solution. There are relationships you need to get out of for your own good. But because you have 
a cord to cut, doesn’t mean that it should be ripped. Dissolving a relationship is stressful, so try to 
end it graciously. If the cord that binds you is constant phone calls, emails, and visits, that’s a 
good place to start. 2) Don’t keep going back. Some of us are just so ‘nice’ that we can’t end the 
relationship and move forward. We keep going back, second-guessing ourselves and re-evaluating 
our decision. Make it one time, make it right, and make it decisive. Often people will come back to 
entice you by suggesting you were wrong the first time. That’s why you must resolve any doubt 
before you make the decision in the first place. If you find yourself in a pattern of going back to 
old, unhealthy relationships, you may be drinking from the wrong well. You may be trying to fill an 
emptiness in your heart that only God can fill. When Jesus met the woman at the well, she had 
been through five failed marriages and was living with man number six. He told her: ‘Whoever 
drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will 
never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing 
up into everlasting life’ (John 4:13-14 NKJV). 

 

Printed by kind permission of UCB, who produce the daily devotional free of charge through the generosity of their supporters .  
Copies of Word for Today are available at Church and also through:  publications@ucb.co.uk or www.ucb.co uk)  

If you would like a free copy of the daily UCB notes, pick up a copy from St Mary’s Church or contact Angie Forster 

Word for Today 

…………………./ cont’d 

Some people have focussed on the issue of public or private ownership of water companies, but 
based on my extensive engagement on this topic, I have found this is something of a red herring. 
Capital investment in water treatment by water companies in the first ten years of privatisation 
was roughly double the ten years prior to privatisation. But I do accept those companies which 
routinely discharge beyond their permits should consider bonus levels for executives. Our Com-
mittee also recommended that the new environment regulator should consider the roles of Ofwat 
and the Environment Agency in fulfilling their functions properly. 

A problem of this scale is not fixed overnight, but I shall keep campaigning until our rivers are re-
stored to become once again the clear arteries of nature, safe for the public to enjoy. 

 

             Philip Dunne MP 
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County Councillor’s Report 

I missed the deadline for the Forum last time because it had been brought forward because of 
Christmas, and I couldn’t just slip what I’d written in here because even in such a short time 
events overtook themselves. 

 

I have stood down from the Parish Council and the capable hands of Pete Vinall as Chair and John 
Marshall, Vice Chair, took over; both capable guys with Highley’s best interests in mind. 
There comes a time in every organisation’s life when change is needed and this is the time when 
the Parish Council needs to re-focus, and to do that requires a fresh-ish pair of eyes. I also need 
the time and space to record the changes at what’s left of Shirehall, changes that are not in the 
best interests of Shropshire residents and certainly not in the best interests of Highley. 

 

Sadly, the changes are largely taking place without raising much interest in the general public and 
therefore without giving rise to much concern, which is “concerning” because the consequences 
of what’s happening will be severe and irreversible, so complete has been the planning and 
execution of ‘The Great Plan’. 

 

I’m cursed with a long memory for significant events, although it’s arguable whether casting your 
mind back to 2013 requires too long a memory, but even so it seems that those currently in 
power at what’s left of Shirehall – the few who were actually there back in the day anyway, 
because there are a lot of new faces - are acting either as if their own memories are faulty or 
hoping like hell that everyone else’s memory is letting them down when it comes to recalling the 
consequences of carrying through policies that wreaked havoc back in the day.  

 

2013 was the year I was first elected to represent Highley at Shirehall, when it was a place central 
not only to activities that kept the county ticking over, but a place where you could find and 
spend time with people (including fellow councillors from opposing parties) who could help you 
develop ideas to improve the lot of your residents; it was very much a partnership, now you go as 
a supplicant and plead for money with a panel made up of people who know nothing of local 
circumstances and whose agenda is set by unaccountable people with priorities that have 
nothing to do with Highley, except that the people of Highley are the ones who will ultimately 
pay for their local indulgences. 

 

There’s nothing there now; it’s a dead space, as boring as the people responsible for its death. 
There are no signs of life, either actual or metaphorical. Dead. 

 

I’ll try and make it all good news next time. Promise. 

 

             Dave Tremellen 
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Puzzles  

Solutions on page 33 

Across 

1  ‘If you love those who love you, what — is 
that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6) 

4  ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 
27:19) (6) 

7  The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4) 

8  He was the head Levite in charge of the sing-
ing when the ark of God was brought back to 
Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8) 

9  Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8) 

13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 
3:2) (3) 

16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission be-
came in 1878 (9,4) 

17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation 
(1,1,1) 

19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — 
— I will praise you’ (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3) 

25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4) 

26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before opening his eyes (2 
Kings 4:35) (6) 

27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6) 
 

Down 

1  ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4) 

2  Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9) 

3  ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5) 

4  Belief (5) 

5  ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4) 

6  ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5) 

10 A seer (anag.) (5) 

11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5) 

12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5) 

13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people (Colossians 3:11) (9) 

14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of 

16 Across, — and Dolls (4) 

15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4) 

18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2) 

20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5) 

21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house (Hebrews 11:31) (5) 

22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) 
(4) 

23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 5:26) (4) 
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Wordsearch  

February is the month of love, so look for lots of words reflecting that.  But don’t forget Mary and 

Joseph’s love as they dedicated their baby at Candlemas! 

Valentine;  Rose;  Romance;  Love;  Present;  Restaurant;  Hearts;  Kiss;  hug;  girlfriend;  boyfriend;  fiancé;  
worship;  repentance;  angels;  baby;  temple;  Mary;  Candlemas;  presentation 

Solutions on page 23 

___________________________________________________________— 

Just so you know ……………………….  

The Minors’ Café is now open at the Severn Centre on Monday to Friday from 9.30am—3pm,  

serving breakfast, sandwiches, lunchtime specials, burgers, pizzas, children’s menu, desserts and 

hot and cold drinks. 

Full menu can be found on the Severn Centre website     www.haloleisure.org.uk/severncentre  

Put this date in your diary.  Highley Carnival 2022 will be on Saturday 2nd July 
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News from the W.I. 

"Always find time for the things that make you feel happy to 
be alive."  

On the calendar for February are:  perform random acts of kindness ;  
declutter and donate;  

Flowers of this month are  violets and primroses,   

Birthstone is the wonderful amethyst, signifier of peace, tranquillity 
and sincerity.  

Special event is "Valentines Day " 14th February  

 

Hello 2022,  

Regrettably we are still in a flux with coronavirus for the second year 
running but we are beginning to learn to live with it, with a little spark of hope for a return to  
holidays, clubs and socialising.  

With that in mind, perhaps after two years behind closed doors it's time for a new adventure.  
Why not come and join Highley WI,  a fantastic group of local ladies who enjoy company, learning 
new skills, experiences and having fun. 

We would be delighted to welcome you to our meetings, so why not give it a try,?  Come as a 
guest with a member or be brave, just pop in and see what we have to offer.  We guarantee you'll 
be welcomed with a smile .  

Our January meeting with the "Cuan Wildlife Rescue" was a stimulating talk of their work and the 
stories of daring rescue from hedgehogs to hawks were amazing and enjoyed by all.  We were   
impressed with this worth-while charity.  

Throughout this coming year we have speakers, events , trips and educational demonstrations 
planned,  from floristry,  all about chocolate,  glass making,  a musical evening and always a      
favourite—the Highley WI Garden Fete.  This year it is themed for the Queen's Jubilee, and it   
promises to be spectacular.  September Harvest Supper is where we think of others with a food 
bank collection,  an Irish night to celebrate St Patrick’s Day, with fancy dress and games, a sparkly 
Christmas bazaar and crafts. The crowning finish to 2022 will be our festive season dinner at "The 
Down Inn" . 

Our next meeting , is the 15th February, at 7.15 pm  in the Main Hall at the Severn Centre  

Subject:  " Floristry "   the speaker/ demonstration  will be from Luna Petals, a local business.   

 

Our talking point will be anything decorated with flowers, so 
come ladies, dig out those show and tell items for us all to 
see!  There will be a raffle and tea/coffee and biscuits.  Pop 
along you will be very welcome  

For any enquiries regarding meetings, membership or just 
information about us contact our    secretary Mrs Eunice Wil-
liams 01746 861613  
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Smile Lines 

Have a go at Sudoku—

answers on page 23 

Easy Medium 

The Rules of Marriage 

Here are the real-life answers from a group of children: 

How do you decide who to marry? 

 You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she should 
like it that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming. - Alan, age 10 
 

 No person really decides before they grow up who they're going to marry. God decides 
it all way before, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with. - Kirsten, age 10 
 
What is the right age to get married? 
 

 23 is the best because you’ll have known the person FOREVER by then. - Camille, age 10 
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Looking for opportunities 
to 

expand your business? 

Why not advertise in the 
Forum? 

This space: £55/annum. 

Enquiries to: 

Highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 
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Alan Honeybourne writes ….. 

PANTOMIME 
"We thought we would do a pantomime this year", said the Vicar's daughter Ellen. "Reggie and 
Ronnie could be 'Babes in the Wood', and Sam and Masher the wicked pair paid by their evil 
uncle to lose them in the wood. Sam suggested you, Nipper could be the wicked uncle" 
 
"The terrible twins as the babes", remarked Nipper, knocking his pipe out on Sam's hearth.   
"I suppose you and the Masher concocted this, since it's the first I have heard of it". 
"Yes, we knew you would agree", grinned Sam "You will make an ideal wicked uncle. You have 
that sort of face". 
 
"I do not agree. The twins and you along with Masher are most unpromising material and 
where is the part for Ellen?" 
"Oh, she can produce it", laughed Sam. 
"Who wrote the script? The Vicar?". 
Sam's face fell. "Didn't think of that", he admitted. "We'll do Cinderella. The Vicar's daughter 
can take the lead part and you and Masher can be the ugly sisters". 
 
He relit his pipe from a glowing ember. "These cigar ends the Vicar cuts off make a really good 
smoke". Sam snorted, "The Vicar gave them to me". 
"Smoking is bad for you, it corrodes the lungs", rejoined Nipper. “No trouble with the script. I'll 
persuade the Vicar to act as the wicked stepmother. Fortunately you two will not have much to 
do except look ridiculous, for which you have a natural talent". 
 
"What will the twins do?" asked the Masher who had just arrived. 
"Scene shifters", briefly explained Nipper striding off. 
 
"Hey, he's pinched my cigar ends", grunted Sam looking regretfully at the empty tin. " 
Didn't know you smoked cigars", mumbled the Masher."Anyway I've got my ugly sister's outfit. 
Borrowed it from my landlady's washing line. I've told her I'll track down the thief". 
 
Both laughed. "Not really a case for Scotland Yard", commented Sam. "I'll pinch my sister's new 
frock. You ought to see the colours. She must be colour blind.” 
“Any port left in that bottle? You pinched it from the Vicarage", prompted The Masher. 
"I did not. Ellen gave it me. She thinks it causes her father's gout. Here's the last drop". 
 
They both sat staring into the fire as Sam smoked the cigarette Masher gave him. "My old    
Doctor told me smoking is good for the chest". 
"He was not a very good advert for that view. Had a very bad cough" remarked Mic Bonebower. 
 
After some incredibly difficult rehearsals mainly due to the twins putting the wrong back drop in 
each scene Cinderella finally took place. The Vicar's daughter looked worried. "I'm sure neither 
The Masher nor Sam know their lines". 
"Doesn't much matter" assured Nipper. “Panto is mostly visual and the audience mostly school 
kids anyway". 
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This proved to be true. The children cheered whenever the ugly sisters appeared and laughed 
and clapped when part of the scenery fell on Prince Charming, the local headmaster just as he 
was singing his solo. "I knew we couldn't trust those little imps", Nipper  commented. "Anyway it      
almost literally brought the house down. As for the scene when the ugly sisters and stepmother 
got their comeuppance, I must say the bucket of cold water thrown from side stage helped quite 
a bit". 

A cigar each for you gentlemen", smiled the Vicar. "I don't think I've enjoyed myself so much for 
years". 
After brandy and port were consumed in large amounts Sam and Masher proudly announced, 
"We were the stars of the show especially when we quarrelled and Masher was supposed to hit 
me with a chair leg. Substituting an oak leg for a cane was a masterpiece. Luckily my beehive wig 
took most of the impact". 
"How will you explain to your sister how her best outfit was ruined?" said Nipper. 
"Well,” replied Sam, "You are better at explaining things than me. 
“I think we should all club together and buy another", suggested Masher and all agreed. 
 

            Alan Honeybourne  
___________________________________________  

Recipe of the month  

Valentines scones for that special someone.  Makes 4 large scones 

3 TBS caster sugar                              350g  self raising flour   plus more for 
      dusting  

1 tsp baking powder                          85g butter  cut into cubes 

175ml  milk                                          1tsp vanilla extract  

Squeeze of lemon juice                     beaten egg for glaze 

1/4 tsp salt                         Jam and cream to serve  

 

Heat oven 220c/200cfan/gas7  

Tip flour, baking powder, salt into large bowl and mix , add butter , rub with finger tips till looks 
like fine breadcrumbs , stir in sugar 

Put milk in jug microwave for 30 seconds to warm but not hot , add vanilla and a squeeze of   
lemon.  Put baking tray in oven to warm  

Make a well in middle of dry mix, add liquid combine quickly with metal knife.  It’ll seem wet at 
first .  Scatter some flour on work surface,  tip/scrape dough onto flour.  Dredge with more flour , 
cover hands with flour , fold over dough 2/3 times until smoother  

Pat into a round about 4 cm deep,  take heart shaped cutter,  dip in flour , plunge into dough 

Set Shape carefully to one side , you may need to pat into round again to cut another scone 

Brush tops with egg , arrange on hot tray .  Bake for 10/12 mins until risen and golden   Suitable 
for freezing. 
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Happy New Year everyone! 

We are pleased to be able to take your donations once again, (obviously in limited amounts).  

We are currently short of ladies’ clothes, so if you have any dresses in good condition you      

haven’t worn for a while, please pass them on! 

We have lots of lovely coats and men’s clothes. Do call in and get a bargain! 

The following are our current opening times: 

Monday 10.00 -12noon 

Tuesday 14.00 – 16.00 

Wednesday 10.00 – 12 noon 

Thursday  Closed 

Friday 10.00 – 12noon  

  14.00 – 16.00  

Saturday 10.00 – 12noon    We look forward to welcoming you! 

St Mary’s Charity Shop 
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Answers to Wordsearch from page 16 

 

Answers to Sudoku (from page 18) 

Easy Medium 
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By Appointment Only 

For an appointment to register a birth, death or to 

make arrangements for marriage or civil           part-

nership please call 0345 678 9016 

Our local office is located at: Bridgnorth Library, 

Listley Street, Bridgnorth, WV16 4AW 

Open for appointments 10am to 4pm on         Mon-

day, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
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    We can all be Friends of the Earth 

Thought of the month - Ellen (information from the WWF) 

Nearly 50% of packaged supermarket food these days contains palm oil. 
Palm oil is an extremely versatile oil that has many different properties and 
functions that makes it so useful and so widely used. It is semi-solid at 
room temperature so can keep spreads spreadable; it is resistant to oxida-
tion so can give products a longer shelf-life; it’s stable at high temperatures so helps to give fried 
products a crispy and crunchy texture; and it’s also odourless and colourless so doesn’t alter the 
look or smell of food products. 

It is an incredibly efficient crop, producing more oil per land area than any other equivalent vege-
table oil crop. Globally, palm oil supplies 40% of the world’s vegetable oil demand on just under 
6% of the land used to produce all vegetable oils. To get the same amount of alternative oils like 
soybean, coconut, or sunflower oil you would need anything between 4 and 10 times more land, 
which would just shift the problem to other parts of the world and threaten other habitats, spe-
cies and communities. Furthermore, there are millions of smallholder farmers who depend on 
producing palm oil for their livelihoods. Boycotting palm oil is not the answer. Instead, we need to 
demand more action to tackle the issues and go further and faster.  

Unless you are going to avoid processed food altogether, the best thing we can do is support sus-
tainable palm oil and avoid boycotts, since we know substitutions with other vegetable oils can 
lead to even further environmental and social harm.  Check out the WWF Palm Oil Buyers Score-
card online to see which brands and retailers are committed to sustainable palm oil free of defor-
estation and destruction of nature.   

Recipe of the month - Alastair 

We’ve been eating porridge for breakfast, which is a great source of protein for people on a plant 
based diet.  By adding a splash of chia seeds, mixed nuts and a spoonful of flax seed, you are 
getting even more protein and lots of your essential minerals and nutrients.  Take a trip to your 
local health food shop where you might find some interesting dried fruits and berries (like goji 
berries and mulberries) to give your breakfast bowl some colour and texture! 

Grow your own microgreens - Melissa 

Microgreens are essentially salad leaves that are harvested when they are small.  They are great 
for growing on a windowsill as a source of fresh goodness over winter, or if you don’t have a gar-
den.  They have a high concentration of nutrients, won’t have any plastic packaging, have no food 
miles, and don’t loose any nutrients on the way to your plate!  Use scissors, and if you are careful 
cutting them, some will regrow.  Just find a suitable shallow container, some peat free com-
post and some seeds (you can use herbs, root veg and pulses).  Sow thickly and keep the com-
post damp. 

http://palmoilscorecard.panda.org/
http://palmoilscorecard.panda.org/
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We were very pleased to be able to serve nearly 30 people in the village with a delicious       

Christmas day meal this year. We hope you all enjoyed the food and the little ‘extras’.  Thank you 

to our volunteers for helping with delivery.  

We are very grateful to Mike & Sarah’s butchers for preparing the meal this year along with 

around 120 meals for the people of Bridgnorth, all delivered by volunteers from the various 

churches.  

Who knows, maybe next Christmas we’ll be able to meet up again and party! 

 

 

 

One of the greetings cards included, designed by children,  

and included a lovely message 

 

 

Christmas Lunch Delivery 2021 
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tony13jup@gmail.com 



 

 

 

Severn Valley Benefice - Rector:  Vacant                                        

Associate Minister Rev. Val Smith valandkeiths@aol.com 861966 

Associate Minister Rev. David Poyner d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk 01562 68638 

Retired with Permission to Officiate Canon Rose Lawley rosemarylawley@gmail.com 862301 

 

Roy Adlington  861666 

Mr Keith Smith (PTO)   861966 

   

PCC Secretary Mrs Rose Lawley rosemarylawley@gmail.com 862301 

Allsorts (Ladies' Group) Mrs Lin Evans   861087 

Coffee Morning (Tuesdays) Mrs Yvonne Shaw   861723 

Children’s Sunday Groups     

Friday Event Mrs. Rachel Williams the-friday-event@hotmail.com 862875 

MCMC’s Discos Mark Williams & Chris Smith   860230 

Age UK   enquiries@ageconcernshrops.org.uk 01743 233123 

Bowls Club Lorraine Brooks    860386 

Brownies   (Rainbows - Jessica Lloyd - 861090)  

Carers Trust 4 All     03333 231990 

Community Car Scheme Mr Richard Dudson   861817 

Cricket Club Mrs Denise Goulden   861031 

Gardening Club Mrs Morag Ross   862450 

Guides Mrs Gay Lilley   861722 

Highley Colliery Band Dave & Lisa Burge   862018 

Highley Companions Elaine Moore  861431 

Highley County Primary School School Office (Tanya Mathers) 861541 

Highley First Responders Dave Fulton Coordinator 861580 

Highley Medical Centre Dr Alan Bridgnorth Road 861572 

Highley Mini Minors Toddler Group Mrs Sharon Dalziel   862087 

Highley Minors Childcare Centre Dawn Bethel / Kath Davies Severn Centre 860005 

Highley Parish Council Parish Clerk Mrs Ella Preston 81 Woodhill Road 861979 

Co. Cllr. & Highley Patients Group Mr Dave Tremellen dave.tremellen@shropshire.gov.uk 07979295387 

Highley Rugby Club Mr Rob Parr   862094 

Highley  Welfare Junior Football Club Ms Emma Carter   07752207828 

HWJFC: Mini Kickers (3.5—7 years) Jo Matthews  862017 

Housing Support Officer Helen Turner                                                                            07582 003972 

Highley Venturers Mrs Chris Corfield  861477 

Parish Hall Bookings    861242 

Pop-in-club Mrs Pam Stinton   861821 

Severn Centre     860000 

Severn Strollers Barbara Skilton   862003 

Women's Institute Mrs Eunice Williams   861613 

Local Churches, Clubs and Organisations 
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Churchwarden 

Readers 
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Age UK  may be able to help. 
They are currently working on 

a fresh approach to the  
support they give locally. 
In the mean time, please 
contact them direct on: 

01743 233123 

Andrew Powell   

(01746) 861716 
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NOTE:  TIMETABLE:   Diamond Buses    

* Not including Bank Holidays 
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* (0712) service serves Sainsbury’s Superstore out of normal sequence. RS - Continues to  Rail station by request 

As lockdown gradually unfolds and we return 

to a more flexible lifestyle, do double check 

timetables and shop and bank opening times, 

all of which could vary from place to place. 



 

 

Forthcoming Events 
Gardening Club                Wednesday   

                          Wilkins Close 

       Community Room     
 

Police Surgery                   Thursdays 

10:00 - 12:00                      Severn Centre 
 

Severn Strollers                 Mondays  

                                              (not Bank Holidays) 

10:30 / 11:00                      Severn Centre 

(Contact: Barbara Skilton: 01746 862003) 
 

Women’s Institute            Wednesday                           

         Severn Centre 

Patients’ Group       see Facebook page         

 

Computer Support Sessions     
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Waste / Recycling Collections           

 

Black bins: Thursday 3rd & 17th February  

 

Crates & green bins: Thursday 10th &  24th   

Garden Village and Highley Park Homes: 
please check your new collection day. 

 

www.shropshire.gov.uk/recycling-and-

rubbish/ 

Parish Hall Office 

01746 861242 
For information about weddings, Baptisms

(Christenings),  child’s Dedication or  for 

general enquiries about church service times and  

parish information, please contact the Parish Office. 

The office will be open  on Thursdays (generally) 

from 10:00 - 12:00pm. 
 

If there is no answer and at other times, there is a  

telephone message service and if you leave your 

name and telephone number someone will get back 

to you in due course or phone:  01746 862837 

Star Housing  

 

Housing Support Officer 
in Rhea Hall. 

Contact Helen Turner 07582003972 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Room, 
73 Rhea Hall Estate, 
WV16 6LD 

Phone for more information  

regarding services 

Crossword Solution from page 15 
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10.30 

Every Tuesday from 10.30 am-midday. 
Come along and have a chat whilst enjoying a cup of 
tea or coffee and a biscuit. Voluntary donations to 

St. Mary’s Church. 

   Venues for …….. Contact: Yvonne 861723 

 
    Gay & Jim Lilley, 26 Witley Gdns,  
        off Church St 
               Moira & Mike Harris, The Rectory, Church St 
 
              Gill & Alun Rees, 21 Hawthorn Drive 
 
   Denise Lobban, 14 Church St 
 
              Mary & David Rayner, Prestwood House,    
          Netherton Lane 
               Janette Hill, 62 Yew Tree Grove  
       

Please check the notice board at church nearer the time  
to confirm locations. 

All Round Property Maintenance 

Bache PR (Carpenter)    

Cleobury Country Centre 

Cost Cutter 

David Dexter (Motor Repairs) 

Edwards A J Decorating Services 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Halo Leisure (Severn Centre)               

Harris, Edwin & Sons (Funerals)  

  

 

11 

10 

11 

11 

10 

22 

29 

   8 

25 

 

Haycox, P & Son (Funerals) 

Highley Garage 

Highley Minors 

Highley Pharmacy 

Holford, CE (Electrical) 

Ince, B (Funeral Directors) 

Kidderminster Storage & Removals 

Kinlet C of E School 

Martin, Tony (Plumbing etc.) 

Millfields Boarding Kennels 

Northwood & Sons (Funerals) 

Ovenclean 

Perry & Phillips (Funerals) 

Piano Tutor - Francis Engelheart 

 

25 

22 

28 

19 

11 

25 

27 

24 

29 

10 

25 

19 

24 

10 

 

 

Severn Edge Vets 

Severn Valley Home Care 

Shropshire Registration Services 

Stark, A, Carpentry 

Tele - Satt Aerials 

Vivians Mobile Hairdressing 

Wyre Forest Pest Control 

 

29 

10 

25 

19 

19 

25 

29 

Bus Information 

Events - Church 

Events - General / Waste 

Library 

Registrar’s Office 

                              

32 

33 

33 

  3 

25 

 

 First Tuesday in the month 

2-4pm. (note time change) 

  
Programme  

 

Cancelled 
 

until further notice 
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Virtual services available online www.stmaryshighley.co.uk 

 

Sunday 6th February 10am Holy Communion  St Mary’s Church, Highley   

Sunday 13th February 10am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s Church, Chelmarsh 

     11am Informal  Worship  St Mary’s Church, Highley

          

Sunday 20th February 10am Holy Communion  St Bartholomew’s Church 

           Glazeley 

Sunday 27th February 8am Holy Communion  St Mary’s Church, Billingsley 

     10am Morning Service  St Peter’s Church, Chelmarsh 
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Services February 2022  
 

 

Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer/Study Groups 

Ladies Prayer 

11am –1pm 

 
Contact Val Smith  

861966  
valandkeiths@aol.com 

or Pat Whitefoot 

861155  
for more information and 

weekly venue 
 

 
 

 

 

Zoom 7pm onwards 
Contact David Poyner 
d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk 

 

 

Friday Event 7.30pm 

Parish Hall 

During term-time 

 

9pm  Night Prayer 

Contact David Poyner 


