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Submission of Articles and photos. 
Material must be submitted to … ‘highleyforumeditor@gmail.com’ ... Photos submitted must be of the best 

quality possible but under 5 mpx. Please give photos titles that relate to any accompanying articles / photos. 

Photo Gallery - please send your photos. 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 
People have been sending in their photos of the church family from earlier days In 

Highley. Can you make out who is featured in the photo below? 
I’ll leave you to work out when it was taken. 

Above: More historic photos of the area 

L: The original Methodist Chapel, Highley    R: An early picture of St. Mary’s, Billingsley 

mailto:highleyforumeditor@gmail.com


 

 

Every effort has been made to acknowledge sources of material in this publication. Sometimes this is not 
possible, because sources may be untraceable, or material may have been used unknowingly. If you 
recognise any unacknowledged material please notify the Editor and we will do our best to rectify this.  

 
Deadline for submission - 15th of the month preceding the date of publication;  earlier for January issue. 

Please send submissions to highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 

St. Mary’s Church Shop Highley Library Highley Forum 

 

The shop helps to raise donations to  

local, national and international       

causes. Re-saleable items are always 

welcome and bulky items can be          

collected 

 

Opening Hours 

Mon          10:00—12:00 

Tues          10:00—12:00 

Wed          10:00—12:00 

Thurs        10:00—12:00, 14:00—16:00 

Fri              10:00—12:00, 14:00 - 16:00 

Sat             10:00—12:00 

Opening Hours 

Monday —Thursday       9:00—21:00 

Friday                                 9:00—19:00 

Saturday and Sunday      9:00—16:00 

Normally closed Bank Holidays 

 

Tel: 01746 860000 

 

The Customer First Point is available 

at the library, please speak to a  

member of the reception staff. 

Please send correspondence to: 

highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 
For the attention of The Editor 

Reports and event details from groups 
or societies are welcome. 

 

Subscriptions 
If you would like to take out a           

subscription to the Highley Forum 
please contact the Editor to be added 

to one of our distribution rounds.  

Cost: £6 per year 

 

Advertising 
If you would like to advertise in the 
Forum please contact the Editor at 

highleyforumeditor@gmail.com 

or phone 862837 
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The Severn Valley Churches: 

St. Mary, Highley 

and at the Severn Centre 

St. Mary, Billingsley 
St. Peter, Chelmarsh 

St. Bartholomew, Glazeley with Deuxhill 

When I was a child, I grew up with a sense that there were topics which you didn’t bring up in 
conversation outside of your own household.  As a teenager, this was clarified - you didn’t discuss 
sex, politics or religion in polite company.  How times have changed!  Now, it seems, everyone has a 
view on these things and most are not afraid to express their viewpoint, sometimes forcibly.  After 
all, freedom of speech is our human right, isn’t it?  

When I was teaching, I led a course on ‘Rights and Responsibilities’.  We looked at the Human Rights 
Act and had many a lively discussion on the corresponding personal responsibility we each have, for 
every ‘right’ that we claim.  Such discussions can be healthy, as we formulate and exchange our 
thoughts on real topics rather than hypothetical situations – just as long as our arguments don’t 
become too aggressive and personal! 

I was also taught at an early age to stand up and be counted.  In other words, not to sit quietly, 
hoping to become invisible, when things were happening around me that were just plain 

wrong.  Change for the better in 
these situations rarely evolves 
naturally.  It usually takes brave 
people to speak out, often at a 
personal cost.  Well known figures 
from history, such as William 
Wilberforce and Martin Luther King, 
for example, spent decades fighting 
for the rights of those who were 
being oppressed. 

Over the last few weeks, the media has been full of reports of riots and unrest, marches and 
demonstrations, in response to the death of George Floyd, during an arrest in Minneapolis in 
May.  These protests, in response to police violence against black people, quickly spread 
internationally.  Marches, many of which began as peaceful protests, appear to have been 
infiltrated by those keen to provoke violence.  Having lived in South Africa in the 1970s and early 
1980s, I know only too well that violence doesn’t bring peace.  Even when the fighting is back under 
some sort of control, there is always a simmering unrest, anger bubbling beneath the surface, 
waiting to explode again. 

The trouble is, you can pass all the laws you like, but unless there is real change in people’s hearts, 
nothing actually alters.  Until we are determined for things to be different, because we feel that the 
current situation is wrong, old attitudes continue.                                                                                 …/... 

Every Knee shall Bow 

www.stmaryshighley.co.uk 
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From Mr. Alun Rees 
 

I would like to thank all those members of St. 
Mary's church, friends and neighbours who have 
wished me well throughout the period of my 
recent hospital treatment in Shrewsbury, and 
subsequent period of recuperation at home.   
As the whole of my stay in hospital was during 
the period of total lockdown, I should like to 
offer a special thank you to all those who gave 
consolation and help to my wife Gill during my 
nearly twenty days of hospital isolation. 
Highley's community spirit was seen at its very 
best.  Thank you all. 

Alun Rees 

Letter to the Editor 

…    It reminds me of the parable of The Good Samaritan.  The Samaritan in question went to the aid 
of someone who may well have shunned him in different circumstances, because of his 
ethnicity.  The road along which he was travelling to Jericho was known to be dangerous.  It was no 
more than a path through huge rocky outcrops.  It was common for robbers to hide and leap out on 
lone travellers.  By stopping to see if he could help, the Samaritan was risking his own life.  But he 
did stop and he helped the man.  He bandaged him up and got him to a place of rest and safety.  He 
spent his own money to make sure that the man would be cared for, until he was well again. 

The term ‘Take the knee’ has become synonymous with the ‘Black Lives Matter’ cause, as a peaceful 
way of showing solidarity with those who are affected by racial prejudice and inequality, or who are 
peacefully fighting the battle to change hearts and minds. It also reminds me of the words of an old 
hymn, the words of which are taken from Isaiah Chapter 45 in the Bible.  It starts, 
 

‘At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow ‘ 
 

A man called Colin Smith wrote about that hymn.  He says that at the end of time …. 
 

‘Women and men, young and old, black and white, rich and poor, Republican and Democrat, 
Muslim, Atheist, and Jew, movers and shakers from Hollywood, computer geeks and athletes – every 
knee will bow to God!  Every tongue will confess to him!  None of us will be smugly, with arms 
crossed, looking at our neighbour who rejected our faith, saying “I told you so”  because we will be 
on our faces before Almighty God.’                                                       © Colin S. Smith. 
Website: UnlockingtheBible.org 
 

Now that’s what I call, ‘Taking the Knee’. 

Val Smith 

______________________________________________ 

 

• 57% of people invited, responded. 

• 66%  said church handling crisis 

• Nearly all respondents are watching 
weekly services at 

‘www.stmaryshighley.co.uk’ 

• 66% find them helpful 

• 60% find website helpful 

• 40% happy to increase giving or one-off 
donation 

• 85% feel church is doing its bit to 
support the community 

• 76% feel the staff team are doing as 
much as they can. 

Church Survey 
We took a poll of 46 people  about how the 
local church was managing the coronavirus 
outbreak. The responses follow: 
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Coming out of Lockdown 
A number of people have approached me to ask when it will be possible to be back in our churches for 
worship. There is still no clear answer to that question as I write at the end of June and by the time we do, 
maybe in August, we will probably all have had an opportunity to visit the hairdresser! 

By mid-July there will be the opportunity to visit St. Mary’s Highley, maybe on two days of the week, 
probably Wednesday and Saturday, to spend some time in the building and in prayer, but following strict 
guidelines as set out as you enter. Due to the ongoing work on the building, opening for longer will not be 
possible. However, as you will see below, Billingsley will be open more often for prayer, again following the 
guidelines set out as you enter. For Glazeley and Chelmarsh, no strict schedule has been set as yet, partly 
due to issues around cleaning. Services may resume on a small scale sometime in July but no dates have 
been set. 
In the meantime, please make use of the online services at www.stmaryshighley.co.uk which change each 
week and are led by members of the staff team. You can also access them at ‘St Marys HIghley’ on YouTube.  
 

We meet each Sunday on Zoom for Morning Prayer at 10am - contact David Poyner for more info on this: 
d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk.  There is a new initiative at 5pm every other Sunday led by Mark and Amy Williams. 
Contact them for an invitation: markandamywilliams@gmail.com.  Also read their vision for this on page 14. 
Just because we’re not in church doesn’t mean we’re not the church. 
 

Please note that the Revd. Mary Nelson has recently moved to Shrewsbury. We wish her and her family well. 
We do hope that when we are able, we will have a proper farewell for Mary 
 

Mike Harris (Rector) 

_____________________________________ 

                      Chelmarsh 
FROM ST PETER’S CHURCH: 
 

Unfortunately, there are still no services in church yet.  The invitation to 
services through Zoom at 10am on Sundays is still open to anyone 
interested.  Please contact Rev David Poyner on 01562 68638 if you would 
like to join in.  Hope to see you on line. 
 

Until we can get back to normal, take care and keep safe. 
 

Funeral: 12th June 2020 David Emberson 

 

It is with great sadness that we learnt of the sudden death of David 
Emberson of Hall Farm House.  In the time he has lived in Chelmarsh he 
was a valued supporter of the church, as a member of the congregation and the PCC.  He had a 
genuine interest in helping people whenever he could.  The loss of his kind, generous personality 
leaves a big gap in Chelmarsh, and our thoughts and prayers are with his family at this difficult time. 
                    …/... 

Highley 

St. Mary 

Billingsley 

St. Mary 

Chelmarsh 

St. Peter 

Glazeley 

St. Bartholomew 

David Rayner   862114 

Roy Adlington  861666 

Vacancy 

 

Derek Arnold      

07956 844854 

Vacancy 

http://www.stmaryshighley.co.uk
mailto:d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk
mailto:markandamywilliams@gmail.com


 

 

The Forum                                                                                        Page 7 

…  CHELMARSH FRIENDS:  
 

Chelmarsh Friends will meet again once the restrictions are lifted.  A notice will be posted on 
Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website with details. 
 

CHELMARSH WALKING FOR HEALTH:  
 

Information received from Ramblers Association and Walking for Health shows that group walks 
are still suspended.  However, as we are surrounded by beautiful countryside and numerous paths, 
it is an ideal time to walk with those you live with.  Please only walk from your home to avoid any 
unnecessary journeys.    A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website when walks 
resume. 
 

CHELMARSH FETE: 
 

A reminder that Chelmarsh Parish Hall Management Committee have cancelled this year’s Fete, 
due to be held on Saturday 11th July 2020.  As restrictions have not yet been fully lifted, it was 
considered to be in the best interests and safety of visitors and helpers.  We look forward to seeing 
you all on Saturday 10th July 2021. 

______________________________________________________________ 

The churchyard at St. Mary’s is managed as a wildlife area and crucial maintenance is carried out 
three times a year by volunteers of the Caring for God’s Acre charity. Ever since the church was 
established, this has involved periodically cutting the grass and uprooting tree saplings and 
brambles that would otherwise take over. This is the classic way in which hay meadows are 
managed; as we now have so few meadows, churchyards such as Billingsley are precious resources. 
Due to the lockdown, our Spring visit from 
Caring for God’s Acre had to be cancelled 
and it is unlikely that they will be able to 
come along any time soon.  Fortunately over 
the last week a team have come forward to 
cut back the grass and saplings and the 
transformation has been dramatic, as the 
photo opposite shows. We are extremely 
grateful to everyone who has helped us; 
what has been particularly encouraging is 
how both church attenders and non-
attenders have worked together to make this 
a real community project.  We also now have 
a photographic record of all the gravestones 
in the churchyard. Many thanks to Sam 
Leather for carrying this out. And the best news of all is that, thanks again to volunteer effort, we 
have been able to reopen the church for private prayer!  
 

David Poyner and Sue Bates 

d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk, 0121 204 3997 (work)/01562 68638 

Billingsley News  

mailto:d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk
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Over the last few weeks the Parish Hall has 

become the location not only for food 

supplies for the Support Group but as the 

new base for the FOOD SHARE project where 

excess and close-to-date food from local 

stores and supermarkets is made available to 

people for a small donation. This has usually 

been £1, but during the crisis  the request has 

become £2-£3 for delivery to your door.  You 

can book a slot by calling: 07775 505434 

between 11am—2pm, if you are in the ‘at 

risk’ and ‘self-isolating’ group. 

From these pictures you can see 

that the Food Share initiative in 

Highley has been very successful, 

thanks in no small measure to 

Emma Carter (see Dave 

Tremellen’s praise in his article on 

page 16). 

Please be aware also that the 

Parish Hall in which the food is 

stored, is in need of some tlc. The 

window frames are in a state of 

decay for instance and outside the 

stonework is crumbling. The window 

work will cost a little under £4,000 and 

donations would be most welcome 

towards the cost. If you can help, 

contact Mary Rayner on 862114 or 

give online—see page  12.                MH 

 

Food Share 

in the Parish Hall 
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Canev Clayton 

Your 
Advert Here 

Interested? 

For more information and 

prices for 2020, please  

contact the Editor at: 

highleyforumeditor@ 

gmail.com 

 

Currently no meetings 

taking place 

 

tony13jup@gmail.com 
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The Church in our Community—How you can help 
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Letter from Westminster 
Last month, the shocking impact of COVID19 on our economy was laid bare, with statistics showing 
the UK’s GDP fell 20.4% in April – the largest monthly fall on record. This unsurprisingly coincided 
with a significant rise in people in South Shropshire claiming benefits to get by. 
  
Every job lost is a tragedy, which is why it has been so critical for the government to put in place 
one of the most comprehensive packages of economic support anywhere in the world. In South 
Shropshire, figures up to the end of May show 9,500 jobs have been secured through the furlough 
scheme, and a further 4,400 people claimed for the Self Employment Income Support Scheme. This 
equates to over £12m of support for jobs here in South 
Shropshire alone. 
  
On top of this, across the county, over £71m has been paid out 
to local businesses through the grant funding schemes, with 
further discretionary funding being allocated to some of those 
businesses that have fallen through the cracks. 
  
So there has been significant intervention from the government 
so far, which has been crucial to sustaining jobs here in 
Shropshire. But the Chancellor will soon be outlining what further measures he will take to help the 
economy to bounce back from the effects of this wretched pandemic. 
  
In anticipation, last month I joined colleagues from the Conservative Environment Network 
parliamentary caucus to write to the Prime Minister in support of a green economic recovery from 
COVID19, ahead of a further announcement expected from the Chancellor of the Exchequer this 
month. Our letter urged the Government to back the British green industries of the future and low-
carbon infrastructure projects, such as electric vehicle manufacturing, renewable energy projects, 
and home energy efficiency retrofits, to bring jobs to all corners of the country while also putting 
the UK on track to meeting its world-leading net zero emissions target. 
  
This in part reflects the work being undertaken by the Environmental Audit Committee, which I 
continue to Chair virtually while shielding. The Committee has recently taken evidence on the ability 
for the UK to raise its ambition for offshore wind even further - we already have the largest offshore 
wind sector in the world, and our geography and technical know-how puts us in a prime position to 
bring prosperity and jobs to areas across the country. We have also been pressing the government 
to make good its manifesto commitment to improve the energy efficiency of existing homes, which 
will be critical in meeting net zero by 2050, and could deliver many jobs at the same time. 
  
The UK has had the fastest per capita falls in greenhouse gas emissions and the fastest per capita 
economic growth rate in the G7 since 1990, so we know that we do not have to choose between a 
strong economy and a healthy environment. The evidence from the last economic crisis shows 
green investments returned the most economic benefits. As we rebuild from this crisis, we should 
build back better, in a way that boosts our economy whilst delivering our commitment to leave our 
environment in a better state for future generations. 
 

Keep safe and well. 
Rt. Hon. Philip Dunne MP 
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 Beware 

As you prepare for the school holidays, remember this: children are natural mimics. They act like us 
in spite of all our attempts to teach them good manners. 
 

Pancakes 

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, five, and Ryan, three. The boys began to 
argue over who would get the first pancake. Their mother saw the chance for a moral lesson. “If 
Jesus were sitting here, He would say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.’” 

Quick as a wink, Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!” 
 

Seagull 
A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran up to him, grabbed his 
hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in the sand. “Daddy, what happened to 
him?” 

“He died and went to heaven,” the father replied. 
The boy thought a moment and then asked: “Why did God throw him back down?” 
 

Coronavirus:   
For the first time in history, we can help save the human race by lying in front of the TV and doing 
nothing.  Let’s not mess this one up!  

Just for Fun 

A New Space to Meet God and each other 
Over the last few weeks a number of people have been praying about how we can approach God 
together in a way that honours Him and respects each others’ preferences when it comes to prayer 
and worship styles.  As part of this, Mark & Amy Williams have come up with the following: 
 

Vision: We have experienced rushing around for far too long and we realise we are not alone in 
this. We understand that life can be really busy (in a good way) but that it can also be exhausting. 
As part of the Lockdown, we have been able to prioritise more time for prayer, worship and seeking 
God’s will. 
 

We feel called to create a gentle, family friendly space for ANYONE to experience the love of God. 
We urge you to gather your family together (it’s fine for them to be doing crafts, playing with Lego, 
colouring or something else that’s calm to help you all to wind down at the end of the weekend). As 
a family, we have found ourselves making amazing bacon and egg sandwiches on a Sunday whilst 
we watch/ engage with Church- this is also okay! 
 

This is not just for families - it really is open to anyone. Feel free to invite people along if you feel 
they would benefit from this type of gathering. We want to be ‘family’ together…. whatever that 
looks like! 
 

Our heart is to gather people, share a Bible - based message, share testimonies (including our own) 
and to pray for the week ahead. 
 
Sunday 28th June (to be run fortnightly after that),  5pm and 40 minutes long 
All welcome. Try it and see if it works for you - there is no pressure to come back! 
Contact Amy & Mark for an invitation at: markandamywilliams@gmail.com 

__________________________________________ 

mailto:markandamywilliams@gmail.com
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Puzzles for July (Crossword solution- pg. 33) 
Across 

1  ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6) 
4  ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons 
of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6) 
7  ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) (4)  
8  See 5 Down  
9  Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)  
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single hour 
to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)  
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)  
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your — men 
will dream dreams’ (Acts 2:17) (3) 
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14) (8)  
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, you 
will be left with nothing in Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 
4:16) (5,3)  
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you — for salvation through faith in Christ                 
Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)  
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations 
3:12) (6)  
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6) 
Down 
1  ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find — for your souls’ (Matthew 11:29) (4) 
2  Where Peter was when he denied Christ three 
times (Luke 22:55) (9) 
3  Remarkable early 20th-century Indian                 
evangelist, a convert from Hinduism, — Sundar 
Singh (5) 
4  ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose — 
— leaned in charge of the gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) 
(3,2) 
5  and 8 Across The Lover describes this 
facial feature of the Beloved thus: ‘Your — is like 
the tower of Lebanon looking towards — ’ (Song 
of Songs 7:4) (4,8)  
6  ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth                 
buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) (5) 
10 Trout (anag.) (5)  
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)  
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)  
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin 
(Numbers 26:38) (9)  
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one 
who — bread into the bowl with me”’ (Mark 
14:20) (4)  
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)  
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)  
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)  
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)  
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)  
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of 
the Babylonians, was one (Daniel 5:31) (4) 

KIDS, have a go at this 
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County Councillor’s Report 
Well, the “new way of working” is still taking time to dig in, giving rise to some pretty strange sights 
of councillors who have yet to realise that the camera on their council laptop is broadcasting to the 
world that they’re having a problem coming to terms with the reality that they are still, even at a 
distance, AT an official meeting. 
  
I was “at” a meeting on Monday of Members of the West Mercia Police & Crime Panel, drawn from 
local authorities across the West Mercia area, and at various times we had one of them studying 
reports by holding them up in front of his face, another leaning forward so that all we could see of 
him was his ear, and another who kept getting up and walking away to open the door to let out and 
later to let in what looked like a small dog – he did that several times over the course of the three 
hour meeting. 
  
It has taken me a while to understand why these virtual meetings are so much more tiring (not 
tiresome, tiring, despite the above) than the normal meetings of old, despite those traditional 
meetings requiring an hour’s drive each way to Shirehall, and then sitting through the same length 
of a meeting. I’m now sure it’s because in those traditional face-to-face meetings you were only 
concerned with the person who was speaking, whereas with these virtual meetings everyone is 
literally in your face. 
  
It requires a higher level of concentration to focus on the speaker and ignore all the goings-on 
elsewhere on the screen. Every time that person on the Crime Panel got up to let that damned dog 
out your attention shifted just long enough to break your concentration on whoever was speaking! 
And at a Shirehall meeting yesterday one of the councillors present kept adjusting his laptop so that 
we could see more than just the top of his head, a few minutes later he’d forget and let the laptop 
slip again. I wanted to shout at him: “Either put it on the damned table and stop fidgeting or go 
away!” (Except not in such delicate terms.) 
  
Closer to home, we continue to see some incredibly kind things being done in these straitened 
times. So many people could be mentioned but the roll call would be endless and would inevitably 
miss many of those deserving of mention, but I’d like to take this opportunity to single out Emma 
Carter who genuinely deserves a mention in dispatches. She not only collects the ‘spare’ food from 
supermarkets around the county but organises its storage, packaging, and distribution from the 
parish rooms to those in greatest need around the community. 
  
Also Claire Louise Knowles who organised the online donations that replaced a local person’s 
pension, stolen in a burglary from her home whilst she was visiting her husband who was in hospital 
suffering from cancer. 
  
Makes me feel better for knowing that whilst there are undoubtedly some truly nasty people out 
there, we’re a community lucky enough to have in its midst people who care enough to do things 
that make the world a bit of a better place to live in. 
 

 Dave Tremellen,  
 Independent Member for Highley Ward of Shropshire Council. 
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Word for Today 
What’s Distracting You? 

 

 ‘Don’t get side-tracked’ 
 

Proverbs 4:27 (NLT) 
 

 

Many of us fail, not because we aren’t talented, 
determined, or passionate, but because we get 
‘sidetracked’. God told the prophet Habakkuk, 
‘Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, 
that he may run who reads it’ (Habakkuk 2:2 
NKJV). Unless you have a clearly defined goal 
and keep it before you at all times, you won’t 
run in the direction you should. As motivational 
speaker and author Sam Horn said: ‘It’s hard to 
stay on purpose, if we don’t know what our 
purpose is.’ In his book One Big Thing, Phil Cooke 
writes: ‘I’ve never been a fan of the person who 
invented the “open door policy”. Sure, we want 
to be accessible to employees and co-workers, 
but at some point it’s time to shut the door and 
get to work. After your next interruption by a 
visitor, make a note of how long it takes to get 

back to your previous level of intensity and 
focus. You’ll be shocked at how much time that 
steals from your day…Too often other people’s 
needs come before our dream. Obviously we 
need to care for our children, honour our 
spouses, and deal with our primary 
responsibilities around our families or jobs. But 
the first step in achieving our dream is to take 
responsibility for it. That means scheduling it, 
and “unscheduling” the lesser needs of co-
workers and friends. These daily commitments 
chip away at our time, and before long our 
dream gets lost in the shuffle. Stop doing what 
other people think is urgent, and start focusing 
on what matters to you’ [and to God!].  
 

(Printed by kind permission of UCB, who produce the 
daily devotional free of charge through the 
generosity of their supporters.  Copies  of Word for 
Today are available in Church and also through: 
publications@ucb.co.uk or www.ucb.co.uk.)                                                                                            
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What?  
A place to make new friends, meet 
with God, and grow in faith. 
An opportunity to be refreshed and  
filled by the Holy Spirit.  
 

 
Bridgnorth 

Endowed School Library – parking available in the 
Innage Lane Car Park. 
When?  
7pm on the 2nd Thursday each month (excluding 
August & December) 

CURRENTLY NOT MEETING 
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A Model Armed Robbery 
Smoky Sam looked through the window at the pouring rain. "Got a fag?" he asked, hopefully. "Don't 
want  to venture out in this." His friend, Slippery Sid, shook his head. "You should give them up. 
Normally we'd be down the pub, but this virus business has put a stop to that."   "Yeah," agreed 
Smoky, "but I'm a bit short of the readies anyway. A job to carry on our trade; folks are at home 
all  the time and the cops likely to pick you up for questioning if they see you prowling about."  Since 
the friends’ 'trade' consisted of  burglary this was pretty fair comment. “Tried passing myself off as a 
jogger, but the cops are wise to that as all the drug dealers tried that.    I could  go back to my old 
trade of shop lifting, but there's a new   copper in this area who picked me up when I was a 
youngster." "Probably got a  good memory,"  said his friend. "Could try robbing a bank," grinned 
Smoky. "It's a bit out of our league though." 

  

Slippery was looking thoughtful. "Everyone wears these masks and Honest Harold has an old 
ambulance for sale, could pretend we are ambulance crew and boldly walk in and out with the loot 
on a stretcher. Threaten them with shooters. Honest Harold does modelling you know." "Him, a 
model?" Smoky laughed. "He  hasn't got the legs." "Not that sort of modelling," explained  Slippery 
Sid. "He could make us imitation shooters and we could decamp in the ambulance. Change to a car 
and get clean away as no one  could even get a good description of us." 

  

Both Honest Harold and Smoky needed some convincing, but finally all was planned as Harold's 
second hand car business was on the rocks. "Smoky can stand  in the entrance to the bank and 
discourage customers coming in and we will dash out with the loot."  
  

All went well.  Smoky stood in the doorway while the other two carried out the hold up. Nervously 
he lifted up his mask and lit a fag. 
  

Just across the road Sergeant Moorfield was on a 
shopping trip with his wife who was a midwife.  
  

"Look at that ambulance man standing by  the back 
door. He's slipped down his mask and is 
smoking,"  she cried indignantly. "Surely he 
should   not behave  like that while on 
duty."   Moorfield stiffened, "I know that fellow. I 
picked him up for shoplifting some years ago. Carry 
on, dear.   I'll meet you in the car park later."   
 
He strode towards the bank as two men dashed out  carrying a loaded stretcher which they threw in 
the back of the vehicle  and all three drove off. Moorfield took the number just as the bank manager 
ran out.  He recognised Moorfield. "That was quick, I've only just phoned."   Moorfield smiled. 
"Passing by, got the number. Reckon they will abandon it and take other transport."  "They had 
revolvers," claimed the manager. "One dropped on the way out." He offered the weapon to the 
policeman and carefully handled it with a handkerchief. It was suspiciously  light. "Not a revolver. A 
good imitation of a First World War Luger pistol," he corrected. A vague memory stirred in his mind. 
"I think I know who did this and I also know the chap who was standing in the doorway." Just then 
the police response team arrived. "Think we can soon pick them up, sir," he reported. "Second hand 
car dealer. Hobby model making and an ex shoplifter turned burglar. Usually works with Slippery 
Sid. All local."                                             …/... 
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… Later that afternoon Moorfield questioned  the three crestfallen  bank robbers. Smoky sighed, 
"Wish I'd stuck to shop lifting. Reckon this little job  will mean a long stretch. Got a fag officer?" 
"Smoking is a bad habit," replied Moorfield. "Packed it in some time ago." "I knew you would 
recognise me, that's why we had those masks and gear," complained Smoky. "You lifted your mask 
to smoke and I thought it a bit odd that a chap like you with a criminal record was working as an 
ambulance man.” He turned to Honest Harold. "I remembered   you showed some of your models 
at a model making class I attended. Pity that such talent was wasted. My little son got me to buy an 
exact model of a Webley revolver and, of course, I thought of you when that bank manager picked 
up the shooter." 
 

"Good work that,  Sergeant," complimented Inspector Murray. "By the way your wife was on the 
phone, she is still in the car park and is quite annoyed. You can slip round and make your peace." 

Alan Honeybourne 
________________________________________________ 

Shrewsbury Shopping Centres back Open for Business 

Shrewsbury’s three shopping centres – Darwin, Pride Hill and Riverside – opened from 15th June, in 
line with the latest Government guidance, though not all shops will be open, and a wide range of 
safety measures will be in place to help people safely visit the centres. 
The centres’ management team have been busy preparing for the opening by producing and 
displaying new signage, installing hand sanitisers, enhancing cleaning routines, working with tenants 
on queue management and implementation of the guidelines, and monitoring customer numbers 
throughout the centres. 

Kevin Lockwood, Shrewsbury shopping centres’ 
manager, said:                                         
“We’re looking forward to welcoming 
customers and some of our retailers back to 
the centres, however the health and safety of 
our tenants, staff and visitors will, as always, 
be our top priority.” 

From 15th June the shopping centres will open 
to the public from 9am to 6pm from Monday to 
Saturday, and from 10.30am to 4.30pm on 
Sundays. 
For details of which stores are open, and at what times, people are advised to check the shopping 
centres’ website – www.shrewsbury-shopping.co.uk – or contact the store direct. 

To help welcome customers back to the centres, a short animated video has been produced to 
provide the key advice and information that people need to know before they visit. 
Further information 
The shopping centres are advising visitors to follow the safety guidance below: 

• Be considerate and remain a safe distance apart. 
• Allow lifts to become vacant before using and use the escalators if able. 
• Remain a safe distance from others when using escalators. 
• Wash your hands for 20 seconds, or use the hand sanitisers located throughout the centres. 
• Shop alone when possible and please ensure your children socially distance. 
• Check before you enter individual stores for specific safety guidance. 

http://www.shrewsbury-shopping.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row l-r: 
F. Thornton, R. East, G. Hill, J. Warrington, H. Campbell, E. H. Thornton, W. Holt, B. Harris,  
A. Hyde( trainer). 
Middle row l-r: 
J. Hasbury, W. Pearce ( Secretary), D. Kendrick, J. Hartland, T. Davies, W. Brookes, A. Westwood. 
Front row l-r: 
E. Sidaway, H. Round, G. Hinet, F. Westbury, J. M. Findlay. 
Kindly supplied by Mrs. Sally Bunn who was sent a copy of the picture by Mr. John Campbell. 
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 Highley Football Team - 1915 
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Holey Moley! 

Spot the Molehill competition - Results 

THANK YOU to those who took part in our ‘Spot The Mole’ competition. I really didn’t think Mr. 
Mole would comply and actually thought we’d got rid of him. 
I was just celebrating the fact, close to publication date, when my wife told me to look outside.  
Sure enough, just to comply, Mr. Mole had done it again! In fact he had dug two holes in the 
Rectory garden and just to complicate matters further, two entries were almost identical in 
placement! 
However, we’ve had to split the prize in half because the two holes were made on the same 
occasion—Mr. Mole wasn’t to know I was only looking for one! 
 

So, Sophie Williams gets £12.50 and so does Lin Evans.   CONGRATULATIONS. 
________________________________________________ 

Even before coronavirus, Lebanon has been suffering in recent times. The country is riven with    
conflict, and its economy is shattered. Nearly a quarter of its population are refugees. 
 

With the arrival of coronavirus, the situation has become desperate.  As a senior Lebanese church 
leader explains: “Lebanon is passing through the most difficult times in its history! Not even at the 
time of the Lebanese war in 1975-1990 did people feel as much hardship as nowadays.”  With their 
working hours cut, many poor people have been tipped into poverty. They can no longer earn 
enough even for food and necessary medicines. 
 

And so it is that the Barnabas Fund is appealing for aid for poor Lebanese Christians who are    
suffering from the Covid-19 lockdown.  The charity says that £20 could provide a food parcel for 
families who are going hungry. 
 

If you would like to help, please go to:  https://barnabasfund.org 

 Lebanese Christians and Lockdown 

https://barnabasfund.org/
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The Lord is my real instructor and I shall not want. 
He gives me peace, when chaos is all around me. 
He gently reminds me to pray before I speak 

and to do things without complaining. 
He reminds me that He, and not my school, is my Salvation. 
He restores my sanity every day and guides my decisions 

that I might honour Him in everything I do. 
Even though I face absurd amounts of social isolation, 
live streaming and exams, I will not stop – for He is with me! 

His presence, His peace, and His power will see me through. 
He will raise me up, even if I fail to get a good grade. 
He claims me as His own and knows that I have done my best. 
His faithfulness and love are better than any A+. 
In eternity it won’t matter what degree I got. 
When it’s all said and done, 
I’ll be working for Him a whole lot longer than 

I’ll be in school (even when it doesn’t feel like it) 

and for that, I bless His name! 
 

                                                                 Author unknown 
_______________________________________ 

A New Look at an Old Psalm  
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By Appointment Only 

For an appointment to register a birth, death or 

to make arrangements for marriage or civil           

partnership please call 0345 678 9016 

Our local office is located at: Bridgnorth Library, 

Listley Street, Bridgnorth, WV16 4AW 

Open for appointments 10am to 4pm on         

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
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The Frailty of Life 

According to one survey, during the lockdown, a quarter of adults in the UK have watched or 
listened to a religious service and one in 20 have started praying. While the majority of people who 
contract Covid-19 survive, it reminds us that we are more frail and weak than we like to think.  
As the prophet Isaiah says: 
‘All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers 
and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are grass. The 
grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures for ever.’ (Isaiah 40:6-8) 
 

Isaiah’s words really resonate at this time. In more normal times we can avoid facing up to our 
vulnerability, but this pandemic has forced us to recognise our weakness and fragility. 
 

However, this shouldn’t lead us to despair or fear; rather it is an opportunity to worship and praise 
God for His constancy and care. In Peter’s first letter he quotes this passage from Isaiah and says, 
‘For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and 
enduring word of God.’ (1 Peter 1:23)  Peter contrasts our mortality with the eternal Word of God, 
which brings us new birth and life through the power of the Spirit. Jesus died for our sins and rose 
again to make us right with God, so that through faith in Him we can know eternal life. We don’t 
need to be afraid of our frailty, for God is a dependable foundation on which to build our lives and 
face eternity.             From the Parish Pump 
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More Highley Memories 
Here are some pictures from St. Mary’s Church memory Box supplied by Val Smith 

There are some clues, but can you name the other people in the pictures - you may be amongst 

them?  Answers next month. 

Above foreground:  l to r: 

Moira and Dale Gould with 

Keith and Val Smith and is 

that Clive and Sue Williams? 

Pictures to left and top: can 

you work out who these 

youngsters are and those in 

someone’s garden? 
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St. Mary’s Highley restoration Update 
Restoration: Work is progressing on the tower, though not helped by the rain in June! By the time 

you read this I hope that the roof will have been re-tiled and the new mast and refurbished weather 

vane installed. Work is also progressing with various other stonework repairs and assorted lesser 

items that form part of the contract.  

Currently areas that require some new 

stone facing are on hold as the quarries 

are yet to resume after lock-down, but 

hopefully will start to take orders soon. 

Work on the porch has  progressed and 

the water-damaged west wall repaired. 

By the time you read this I hope that the 

front wall above the door will be 

repointed inside and out and the gaps 

between the porch walls reinforced and repaired. 

Some exploratory work will be carried out soon at the base of the SW buttress to find out why it has 

moved slightly and decide what needs to be done. 

We are currently unclear about timescales for completion, as this so much depends on weather, 

issues found when doing the work etc. 

 

Church Re-Opening: You may have 

read that the Government has 

allowed churches to re-open for 

private prayer (specifically not any 

form of worship) from Saturday 13th 

June. This change came with 

extended guidance requiring that 

measures to minimise risks be put in 

place before opening occurs. 

Unfortunately we cannot allow any 

access to the church until the work 

on the porch is complete to ensure the safety of both workers and public. However, in parallel with 

this we are working on the provision of markers, sanitising gel, notices etc. We hope to allow private 

prayer at some time in July but probably limited to no more than 3 household groups (of up to 6 

people) at any time, and opening hours may be limited to allow for cleaning.   

We will place notices on the notice boards outside the church, parish hall and Severn Centre to let 

you know when the change occurs.  

David Rayner, Churchwarden 
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During the last few weeks Churches have been praying earnestly. Here is one insight: 
 

I've been walking the footpaths where I live, and am struck time and again by how many glorious, 
majestic oak trees there are! I'm reminded of Isaiah 61:3 'They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendour.' 
 

Isaiah is proclaiming the year of the Lord's favour and the day of vengeance, to comfort all who 
mourn and grieve in Zion. In England, oaks were planted because they were needed to be masts for 
ships! In ancient Biblical times, however, oaks were sacred places used by worshippers of Pagan 
gods, where sexual immorality and even child sacrifice took place! 

It sounds like Isaiah is claiming the oaks to be oaks of righteousness; cleansing them to be upright 
and good once more. Just as we need to be. English Oak has a great reputation for being solid. Like 
them, we need to stand strong; firm against the trials sweeping our country. 
 

Pete Greig urged all praying people recently to heed what the Lord said to Solomon in 2 Chronicles 
7:12 ...' if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land.' 
 

When I looked closely at all of the oaks, I also loved how damage is visible in each tree, such as dead 
branches, chopped or contorted branches, but they can continue to grow and flourish regardless! 
We are all damaged and sinful people, but though God's grace and love we can also flourish! 

Emily Mundon, Bridgnorth Baptist Church 
_______________________________________ 

Pause to reflect 



 

 

 

St. Mary's Church - Rector:  Rev. Mike Harris highleyrector@gmail.com                                        862837 

Associate Minister Rev. Val Smith valandkeiths@aol.com 861966 

Assistant Curate Rev. David Poyner d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk 01562 68638 

 (Rev. Mary Nelson marylnelson.3@gmail.com 860331 ) 

Retired with Permission to Officiate Canon Rose Lawley rosemarylawley@gmail.com 862301 

 

Mr David Rayner              862114   Roy Adlington 861666 

Mrs Mary Rayner   862114 

Mr Keith Smith (PTO)   861966 

Mrs Liz Smith (PTO)  862989 

PCC Secretary Mrs Jane MacNaughton   07866 623167 

Allsorts (Ladies' Group) Mrs Lin Evans   861087 

Coffee Morning (Tuesdays) Mrs Yvonne Shaw   861723 

Children’s Sunday Groups     

Friday Event Mrs. Rachel Williams the-friday-event@hotmail.com 862875 

MCMC’s Discos Mark Williams & Chris Smith   860230 

Age UK   enquiries@ageconcernshrops.org.uk 01743 233123 

Bowls Club Lorraine Brooks    860386 

Brownies   (Rainbows - Jessica Lloyd - 861090)  

Carers Trust 4 All     03333 231990 

Community Car Scheme Mr Richard Dudson   861817 

Cricket Club Mrs Denise Goulden   861031 

Gardening Club Mrs Morag Ross   862450 

Guides Mrs Gay Lilley   861722 

Highley Colliery Band Dave & Lisa Burge   862018 

Highley Companions Elaine Moore  861431 

Highley County Primary School School Office (Tanya Mathers) 861541 

Highley First Responders Dave Fulton Coordinator 861580 

Highley Medical Centre Dr Selva Bridgnorth Road 861572 

Highley Mini Minors Toddler Group Mrs Sharon Dalziel   862087 

Highley Minors Childcare Centre Dawn Bethel / Kath Davies Severn Centre 860005 

Highley Parish Council Parish Clerk Mrs Ella Preston 81 Woodhill Road 861979 

Co. Cllr. & Highley Patients Group Mr Dave Tremellen dave.tremellen@shropshire.gov.uk 07979295387 

Highley Rugby Club Mr Rob Parr   862094 

Highley  Welfare Junior Football Club Ms Emma Carter   07752207828 

HWJFC: Mini Kickers (3.5—7 years) Jo Matthews  862017 

Housing Support Officer Jan Moseley                                                         862442      07582 003972 

Highley Venturers Mrs Chris Corfield  861477 

Parish Hall Bookings    861242 

Pop-in-club Mrs Pam Stinton   861821 

Severn Centre     860000 

Severn Strollers Barbara Skilton   862003 

Women's Institute Mrs Eunice Williams   861613 

Local Churches, Clubs and Organisations 
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Churchwardens 

Readers 
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Age UK  may be able to help. 
They are currently working on 

a fresh approach to the  
support they give locally. 
In the mean time, please 
contact them direct on: 

01743 233123 

Andrew Powell   

(01746) 861716 
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- Funerals:     
 

- Glenis Lillian Anne Healey at Wyre Forest Crem; died: 30.05.20 

 

NOTE:  TEMPORARY TIMETABLE:   Diamond Buses    www.diamondbuses.com    0121 322 2222 

Bridgnorth—Highley—Bewdley—Kidderminster—Stourbridge. 125 

Subject to possible changes 

in present circumstances 

 

  This may revert back to a normal timetable 

Please check before travelling 

  This may revert back to a normal timetable 

Please check before travelling 



 

 

Forthcoming Events 
Gardening Club                Wednesday   

                          Severn Centre       
 

Police Surgery                   Thursdays 

10:00 - 12:00                      Severn Centre 
 

Severn Strollers                 Mondays  

                                              (not Bank Holidays) 

10:30 / 11:00                      Severn Centre 

(Contact: Barbara Skilton: 01746 862003) 
 

Women’s Institute            Tuesday                            

         Severn Centre 

Patients’ Group       see Facebook page         

 

Computer Support Sessions     

                                               see opposite 
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Waste / Recycling Collections           
 

Black bins:  Monday 1st, 15th & 29th 

 

Crates & green bins:  Monday 8th & 22nd 
  

Apart from the small area of  Garden Village 

and Highley Park Homes which has a 

collection the following day. 

Parish Hall Office 

01746 861242 
For information about weddings, Baptisms

(Christenings),  child’s Dedication or  for 

general enquiries about church service times and  

parish information, please contact the Parish Office. 

The office will be open  on Thursdays (generally) 

from 10:00 - 12:00pm. 
 

If there is no answer and at other times, there is a  

telephone message service and if you leave your 

name and telephone number someone will get back 

to you in due course or phone:  01746 862837 

Star Housing  

 

Housing Support Officer 
in Rhea Hall. 

Contact Jan Moseley: 01746 862442 
 

Services available: 
General Drop-in: Friday 9.30am-1.30pm 
Coffee Morning: Thursday 11am-12noon 

Computer Support Sessions: 
Wednesdays 10.30am-12.30pm 

 
Community Room, 
73 Rhea Hall Estate, 
WV16 6LD 

CROSSWORD Solution from page 15 
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10.30 

Every Tuesday from 10.30 am-midday. 
Come along and have a chat whilst enjoying a cup of 
tea or coffee and a biscuit. Voluntary donations to 

St. Mary’s Church. 

   Venues for …….. Contact: Yvonne 861723 

 
    Gay & Jim Lilley, 26 Witley Gdns,  
        off Church St 
               Moira & Mike Harris, The Rectory, Church St 
 
              Gill & Alun Rees, 21 Hawthorn Drive 
 
   Denise Lobban, 14 Church St 
 
              Mary & David Rayner, Prestwood House,    
          Netherton Lane 
               Janette Hill, 62 Yew Tree Grove  
       

Please check the notice board at church nearer the time  
to confirm locations. 

All Round Property Maintenance 

Bache PR (Carpenter)    

Cleobury Country Centre 

Clive Powell (General Garden ) 

Cleobury Country Centre 

Cost Cutter 

David Dexter (Motor Repairs) 

Eagle & Serpent 

Edwards AJ Decorating Services 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Garden Services (Clive Powell) 

Halo Leisure 

Harris, Edwin & Sons (Funerals) 

 

11 

10 

26 

26 

11 

11 

11 

11 

17 

29 

26 

27 

25 

 

Haycox, P & Son (Funerals) 

Highley Garage 

Highley Pharmacy 

Holford, CE (Electrical) 

Ince, B (Funeral Directors) 

Irena Foot Clinic 

Jenpac Computers 

JSM Foot Health Care 

Kinlet C of E School 

Kinlet Hall 

Martin, Tony (Plumbing etc.) 

Mawley Oak Travel 

Millfields Boarding Kennels 

Northwood & Sons (Funerals) 

Ovenclean 

Park House Nursing Home 

Perry & Phillips (Funerals) 

Piano Tutor - Francis Engelheart 

Physic Health Consulting 

25 

22 

18 

11 

25 

31 

10 

10 

24 

19 

9 

33 

11 

25 

19 

9 

25 

11 

22 

Severn Edge Vets 

Severn Valley Stoves 

Stark, A, Carpentry 

Tele - Satt Aerials 

Vivians Mobile Hairdressing 

Village Butcher & Farm Shop 

Wyre Forest Pest Control 

 

29 

10

19 

19 

26 

17 

17 

Bus Information 

Events - Church 

Events - General / Waste 

Library 

Parish Registers 

Registrar’s Office 

32 

33 

33 

  3 

32 

25 

 

 First Tuesday in the month 

2-4pm. (note time change) 

  
Programme  

 

Cancelled 
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Photo Gallery 

The Revd. Francis Biddlecombe celebrated his 90th Birthday 

on Monday 22nd June and had a number of ‘socially distanced’ well-wishers. 

Pentecost Sunday 

singing from the Rectory 

With Moira Harris, David and Mary 

Rayner and, hardly visible, Jim & Gay 

Lilley, Chris Edwards  and   

Geoff and Denise Lobban 

A beautiful sunset 

over Highley 

recently. 

A sign of hope for 

good things to come 

as we begin our 

journey out of  

lockdown. 



 

 

 

Page 36                                                                                      The Forum 

Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  

 

 

 

Coffee Morning 

10:30 - 12 noon 
(page 34 - venues)  

 

Holy Communion 

9:30am 
 

HOME GROUPS 
 

10.30am  
The Rectory, 

Church St 
7.30pm 

Prestwood House, 
Netherton Lane 

 

  
Morning Prayer 

9:00am 

Friday Event  

19:30 at the     
Parish Hall 
Term time 

Next Copy Date:  July 15th 

Badgerprint.co.uk 01952730511 

Morning Prayer 

9:00am 
 

HOME GROUPS 
 

7.30pm  

The Byre, 
Woodhill Farm 

Morning Prayer 

9:00am 

JULY 2020  
 

July Services 
 

We are hoping to be opening our churches 
again during July and  

August but as we go to press there are no  
clear plans as this announcement has only just 

been made. 
In the mean time please continue to follow our 

online services renewed every Sunday at: 

‘stmaryshighley.co.uk’ 
A service to stimulate  mind and spirit. This will 

remain available during the week.  
 

We do hope churches across the benefice will 
gradually open for private prayer, but please 
look at Notice Boards for further clarification. 

 

THANK YOU 

Home Groups below refer to the Holy Habits series - all welcome 

St. Bartholomew’s Glazeley 

In full bloom 

 


